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(Do you t e a c h p r e s e n t l y ) I j u s t t e a c h o f f and on. S p e c i a l 
o c c a s i o n s . (And where i s t h a t ? ) I t e a c h w i t h H o a k a l a i Kaumau'u. 
( A t h e r h a l a u ? ) Y e s , (Where) Up i n Nu'uanu. ( K a h i k o a nd 
Auwana) No, J u s t K a h i k o . I ' v e t a u g h t auwana b e f o r e b u t my 
s t r e n g t h i s k a h i k o , I w o u l d s a y I s t a r t e d t e a c h i n g a r o u n d 1375. 
When I s t a r t e d t e a c h i n g w i t h a u n t y I t a u g h t a i l a g e s . I t a u g h t 
c h i l d r e n , I t a u g h t women, I t a u g h t men. T h i s was t h r o u g h t h e 
S t a t e C o u n c i 1 on Hawai i a n Her i t a g e P r o g r a m s . (Now?) I u s u a l l y 
t e a c h men. A d u l t men, I was e x p o s e d t o h u l a f r o m when I was 
l i t t l e b e c a u s e my s i s t e r s w e r e d a n c i n g w i t h , L o u i s e K a l e i k i . And 
my f a m i l y b a c k g r o u n d i s a b a c k g r o u n d o f h u l a p e o p l e . B u t I was 
n o t i n v o l v e d i n t h e h u l a u n t i 1 I r e t u r n e d t o Hawai i f r o m c o l l e g e . 
T h a t was i n 1972. I was e n r o l l e d i n t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f H a w a i i 
E a s t West C e n t e r . T h i s was b e f o r e t h e r e n a i s s a n c e . The 
r e n a i s s a n c e was j u s t s t a r t i n g t o b e g i n a n d t h e r e w e r e a number o f 
s t u d e n t s t h a t w e r e i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e h u l a , b u t my r e a l f o r m a l 
i n t r o d u c t i o n i n t o t h e h u l a was when A u n t y E d i t h M c K i n a i e who was 
a s t u d e n t a t t h a t t i m e w i t h me a t t h e u n i v e r s i t y . She b r o u g h t me 
t o t h e s t a t e c o u n c i l c l a s s e s f o r t h e s t a t e f o u n d a t i o n , A u n t y 
H o a k a l e i was t h e o v e r s e e r , b u t A u n t y E d i t h was t e a i c h i n g t h e 
b e g i n n e r s men c l a s s aat t h a t t i m e . (How l o n g w i t h h e r ? ) The way 
t h e p r o g r a m was s e t up A u n t y H o a k a l e i was t h e o v e r a l l t e a c h e r and 
I ' v e b e e n w i t h . , . w e l l I was w i t h E d i t h f o r t h a t one s e m e s t e r and 
t h e n I moved i n t o A u n t y H o a k a l e i ' s c l a s s e s cif t e r t h a t axnd I ' v e 
been w i t h A u n t y H o a k a l e i e v e r s i n c e . I was i n t r o d u c e d when I was 
b r o u g h t t h e r e a n d t h e n I s t a y e d w i t h h e r f r o m t h a t t i m e on. I t 
was a b o u t 1 9 7 3 , t h e b e g i n n i n g o f 1973. She nee d e d a man t o t e a c h 
h e r men's c l a s s e s . I went i n w i t h A u n t y H o a k a l e i a n d i t was w i t h 
t h e u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h a t s h e was g o i n g t o t e a c h me t o become a 
t e a c h e r . I t a u g h t a l l t h e b e g i n n e r s men c l a s s e s a t a l l t h o s e 
w o r k s h o p s b e c a u s e t h e h u l a m a s t e r w e r e t h e y w a n t e d t o t e a c h t h e 
a d v a n c e d men. T h a t ' s U n c l e H e n r y P a a n d U n c l e George H o l o k a i , 



and some o f t-he men +,hat w e r e coming. T h e y w a n t e d t o t e a c h t h e 
a d v a n c e d men. Nobody w a n t e d t o t e a c h t h e b e g i n n e r men. O n l y 
k a h i k o . T h e r e w e r e o t h e r men. A l l o f them k i n d o f j u s t s t o p p e d 
a n d d i d n ' t s t a y a r o u n d f o r t o o l o n g . I s t a y e d a nd I t h i n k I was 
k i n d o f c h o s e n by A u n t y a t t h a t t i m e . She w a n t e d t o work w i t h 
me. I t ' s k i n d o f w e i r d t o t h i n k how i t a l l happenned, b u t i t 
j u s t a l l h a p p e n n e d t h a t I ended up b e i n g t h e r e . ( T e a c h i n g 
m e t h o d s . ) T e a c h i n g methods a t t h a t t i m e a r e t h e same t h a t we do 
now. I t ' s j u s t you g e t up i n f r o n t o f t h e c l a s s a nd i t ' s 
p r i m a r i l y t h r o u g h d a n c e you g e t up and d a n c e i n f r o n t o f them and 
you go a r o u n d and y o u c o r r e c t , b u t p r i m a r i l y you s t a n d i n g i n 
f r o n t o f t h e c l a s s a n d d o i n g t h e d a n c e w i t h t h e s t u d e n t s a nd you 
g o i n g a r o u n d a n d c o r r e c t i n g them. P h y s i c a l l y c o r r e c t i n g t h e i r 
b o d i e s a s t h e y ' r e d a n c i n g . And s m a l l c l a s s e s . As a s t u d e n t I 
s a t i n t h e b a c k o f t h e a d v a n c e d c l a s s a n d I hoopaa. T h a t ' s how I 
l e a r n e d t o hoopaa. And t h e n I got up a n d d a n c e d and A u n t y was i n 
t h e f r o n t s h o w i n g u s how t o d a n c e , and I f o l l o w e d a n d t h a t ' s how 
I l e a r n e d how t o d a n c e . And t o o l i we h a d a s ' p e c i a l c l a s s f o r 
t h e t e a c h e r s w h e r e we j u s t w o r k e d on c h a n t i n g . A u n t y H o a k a l e i 
( t e a c h e r ) . I t was a l l t h o u g h i m i t a t i n g t h a t we l e a r n e d b u t we 
h a d s e p a r a t e c l a s s e s f o r e a c h o f t h o s e t h i n g s . ( T a u g h t ? ) M o s t l y 
men. O l d e r men a n d t e e n a g e r men. ( H o a k a l e i o n l y t e a c h e r ? ) The 
r e a l s e r i o u s t e a c h e r o v e r a l l t h i s t i m e . W e l l , I t r a v e l l e d w i t h 
A u n t y H o a k a l e i . I met A u n t y l o and I was a b l e t o t r a v e l w i t h 
A u n t y l o f o r a b o u t 3 1/2 y e a r s w i t h a r t i s t i n t h e s c h o o l s p r o g r a m 
and A u n t y l o l a n i was A u n t y H o a k a l e i ' s t e a c h e r . l o l a n i L u a h i n e . 
So I was v e r y v e r y f o r t u n a t e t o t h r o u g h A u n t y H o a k a l e i t o h a v e 
s p e n t a l o t o f t i m e w i t h A u n t y l o a s w e l l . A u n t y H o a k a l e i s a i d 
o n l y two men h a v e e v e r d a n c e d w i t h A u n t y l o p r o f e s s i o n a l l y . I 
was one o f t h e two. The o t h e r was J o s e p h K a h a u l i l i o . He was t h e 
o t h e r one t h a t u s e d t o d a n c e w i t h A u n t y l o . T h e r e was a p a r t on 
our p r o g r a m where I d i d m a l e d a n c e s so s h e c o u l d c l o t h e s a nd 
t h e r e was a p a r t w h e r e A u n t y l o and I d a n c e d so I t r a v e l l e d w i t h 
h e r a n d we d i d a l l t h e a r t i s t s i n t h e s c h o o l s p r o g r a m s t h r o u g h o u t 
t h e s t a t e f o r a b o u t t h r e e y e a r s w i t h A u n t y l o and A u n t y H o a k a l e i , 
so i n t h a t way I j u s t t h r o u g h l i v i n g day day day w i t h them 



a l t h o u g h t h e y w e r e t h e Bame s c h o o l i - e a l l y - - o n e j u s t a g e n e r a t i o n 
a b ove. She was v e r y i n f l u e n t i a l t h o u g h . My e x p o s u r e w i t h A u n t y 
l o was v e r y much a n i n f l u e n c e i n my l i f e . (When t r a v e l l i n g w i t h 
t h e two you w e r e u n d e r A u n t y l o o r b o t h ? ) W e l l , s e e a u n t y 
H o a k a l e i was t a u g h t by A u n t y l o so A u n t y H o a k a l e i ' s d a n c e s a l l 
came f r o m A u n t y l o wasn' t r e a l l y t e a i c h i n g b u t we w e r e d o i n g a l l 
t h e same d a n c e s and i f t h e r e was s o m e t h i n g s h e w o u l d s a y - - i t was 
a l l c oming f r o m t h e same s o u r c e . I t was j u s t two g e n e r a t i o n s o f 
p e o p l e . I t w a s n ' t l i k e t h e r e w e r e two d i f f e r e n t t e a c h e r s t h e y 
were r e a l l y t h e same. t h e y w e r e coming f r o m t h e same s o u r c e . 
A u n t y l o was a g e n e r a t i o n a bove. She was A u n t y H o a k a l e i ' s 
t e a c h e r . B u t i t made a d i f f e r e n c e f o r me t o p h y s i c a l l y be a r o u n d 
h e r o v e r t h o s e y e a r s . ( O t h e r t e a c h e r s ? ) Not r e a l l y . 
( W o r k s h o p s ? ) Y e a h , I d o n ' t c o n s i d e r a w o r k s h o p . We w e r e a l w a y s 
t a u g h t t h a t when you go t o l e a r n f r o m a d i f f e r e n t t e a c h e r t h a t 
you l e a v e y o u r s t y l e o u t s i d e o f t h e door and you open y o u r mind 
up and y o u open y o u r body up and you j u s t copy t h e s t y l e o f t h a t 
t e a c h e r . And d o n ' t j u d g e t h a t t e a c h e r a s b e i n g r i g h t o r wrong 
b e c a u s e s h e ' s d i f f e r e n t . (Who t a u g h t t h a t ? ) A u n t y H o a k a l e i . I 
went t o many many w o r k s h o p s and a l l t h e d i f f e r e n t p e o p l e w e r e 
s t i l l a l i v e f r o m A u n t y M a i k i t o A u n t y H e n r y . The w h o l e gang was 
s t i 1 1 a l i v e . L o k a l i a was a l l v e , A u n t y A l i c e N a m a k a l u a , E l e a n o r 
H i r a m , b u t I d o n ' t c o n s i d e r t h a t t a k i n g . I met a l l o f them. I 
was a l i v e when a l l o f them were t h e r e . I was i n t h e t e a c h e r s 
m e e t i n g w i t h a l l o f them b e c a u s e I was t e a c h i n g t h e b e g i n n e r s 
men. I was k i n d o f l i k e t h e young k i d a n d I j u s t was t h e r e . I 
d i d n ' t s a y a n y t h i n g I j u s t h a d n o t h i n g t o s a y . I was i n t h e i r 
p r e s e n c e a n d I f e l t v e r y l u c k i l y t o h a v e been i n t h e p r e s e n c e o f 
a l l t h o s e p e o p l e . ( P e r f o r m w i t h o t h e r s ? ) No. A l w a y s w i t h h e r . 
A l w a y s i n h e r c o n c e r t s . W h a t e v e r we d i d was w i t h A u n t y i n one 
way o r t h e o t h e r . ( T e a c h m o s t l y t o : ) t o c a r r y on a t r a d i t i o n . 
My o r i en t a t i o n i n t h e h u l a h a s a l w c i y s b e e n t o p e r p e t u a t e c u l t u r e 
a nd t o k e e p t h e c u l t u r e a l i v e . And t h e r e ' s n o t h i n g wrong w i t h 
p u t t i n g on shows and b e i n g an e n t e r t a i n e r . T h e r e ' s some p a r t o f 
t h a t e l e m e n t i n h u l a , b u t I ' v e b e e n v e r y f o r t u n a t e t h a t my j o b 
h a v e h a s k e p t me f i n a n c i a l l y a b o ve g r o u n d so I n e v e r h a v e t o go 



o u t a n d u s e my h u l a t o make money. So I ' v e been l u c k y t h a t my - • 
h u l a h a s been s o m e t h i n g v e r y s p e c i a l . I t ' s my i d e n t i t y , i t ' s - my 
c u l t u r e , i t ' s my e x p r e s s i o n s , b u t i t ' s n o t n e c e s s a r i l y b e e n an 
o c c u p a t i o n t h a t I h a v e t o do to make e c o n o m i c a l l y to s u r v i v e . 
( U n i k i ? ) A u n t y H o a k a l e i d o e s n ' t u n i k i . A u n t y H o a k a l e i d i d n ' t 
u n i k i froiTi A u n t y l o . B e c a u s e u n i k i i s s o m e t h i n g t h a t f o r t h o s e 
p e o p l e a r e so so deep t h a t t h o s e god--you e i t h e r h a v e t o k e e p 
t h o s e gods t o u n i k i o r you j u s t go t h r o u g h d i f f e r e n t l e v e l s o f 
t r a i n i n g t h a t ' s a l l . ( D i d s h e t a l k t o y o u a b o u t why s h e d o e s n ' t 
u n i k i ? ) B e c a u s e what I j u s t t o l d y o u . B e c a u s e of t h e gods. I n 
o r d e r t o go t h r o u g h a f o r m a l g r a d u a t i o n ceremony y o u h a v e t o k e e p 
t h e gods i n an a l t e r a n d i n o r d e r t o k e e p t h e gods i n an a l t e r 
y ou h a v e t o what t h e H a w a i i a n s s a y , f e e d t h e gods. I n o r d e r t o 
f e e d t h e gods you h a v e t o n o t be a n o n - C h r i s t i a n . And s i n c e 
we're a i l r a i s e d i n a Chr i s t i a n e n v i r o n m e n t . Hawai i a n gods 
a r e n ' t s u c h t h a t you f e e d them t o d a y a n d f o r g e t a b o u t them 
tomorrow. I f you d e d i c a t e d t h o s e gods t o you l i f e y ou h a v e t o 
k e e p them f o r y o u r w h o l e l i f e . Not o n l y when you want t o dan c e 
h u l a . And i f y o u d o n ' t k e e p them t h e y t u r n b a c k on y o u . 
S p i r i t u a l l y you become d e v o u r e d . U n i k i t o d a y i s d i f f e r e n t t h a n 
u n i k i t o d a y , b u t f o r p e o p l e t h a t a r e i n t r a d i t i o n a l h u l a a 
t r a d i t i o n a l u n i k i i s n o t p o s s i b l e t o d a y b e c a u s e of t h e k a p u 
s y s t e m t h a t e x i s t e d when u n i k i was r e a l l y p r a c t i c e d . So t o d a y 
i t ' s k i n d o f t a k e n a d i f f e r e n t m e a n i n g t h a n t h e r e a l s t r i c t 
t r a d i t i o n a l m e a n i n g . I t ' s e v o l v i n g i n t o a d i f f e r e n t u s e , U n i k i 
t o d a y I t h i n k t h e y j u s t mean a r e c i t a l o r a g r a d u a t i o n f r o m one 
l e v e l t o a n o t h e r . I was c o a x e d i n t o t e a c h i n g . I was i n t e r e s t e d 
b u t I was a f r a i d to t e a c h . And I l e a r n e d t h r o u g h A u n t y H o a k a l e i 
t h a t t h e r e i s a w h o l e way t h a t you l e a r n t o become a t e a c h e r t h e 
same way you l e a r n t o become a d a n c e r o r a c h a n t e r so f o r t h a t 
r e a s o n I was v e r y f o r t u n a t e t h a t s h e was t h e r e a n d s h e made a 
v e r y smooth t r a n s i t i o n b e t w e e n b e i n g a t e a c h e r a nd p a s s i n g t h e 
b a l l t o me i n t h e c l a s s . And s h e w o u l d come i n and c r i t i q u e my 
c l a s s e s f r o m t h e b a c k a n d g u i d e me t h r o u g h my c l a s s e s a nd when 
she knew t,hat I was n o t d o i n g so w e l l or when I was down 
e m o t i o n a l l y s h e w o u l d come i n and k i n d o f move me t h r o u g h t h e 



c l a s s so I h a d h e r g u i d a n c e a n d v e r y s t r o n g p r e s e n c e i n "the 
c l a s s . T h a t r e a l l y g a v e me t h e c o n f i d e n c e t o t e a c h o t h e r w i s e I 
w o u l d n ' t h a v e t a u g h t . A u n t y l o was a v e r y v e r y i n s p i r a t i o n a l 
p e r s o n . A u n t y l o was b r o u g h t t o me by A u n t y H o a k a l e i . And b o t h 
o f them h a v e p l a y e d a n i m p o r t a n t p a r t i n my l i f e , b u t my 
c o n n e c t i o n s t o t h e h u l a was b e f o r e a l l o f t h a t t h r o u g h my 
g r a n d p a r e n t s . My g r e a t g r a n d m o t h e r was K e e l i h i w a Napoka. She 
was my g r a n d m o t h e r ' s g r a n d m o t h e r . She was on my m o t h e r ' s s i d e . 
She was a c o u r t d a n c e r a n d i t was i n t e r e s t i n g when I h a d 
m e n t i o n e d h e r name t o Kawena P u k u i Kawena's mother h a d t o l d h e r 
a b o u t K e e l i h i w a . She was a famous d a n c e r . She went t o K a ' u t o 
p e r f o r m f o r Maui. Were f r o m Maui. From Q l u p a l a k u a . And i n my 
f a m i l y we h a d a l o t o f d a n c e r s . Some o f t h e p e o p l e t h a t came o u t 
was Manuel S i l v a who was a famous h u l a m a s t e r who was a c o u s i n o f 
my g r a n d m o t h e r ' s . He was f r o m Maui. He was a d a n c e r and c h a n t e r 
i n H o n o l u l u . E v e r y o n e k i n d o f knows a b o u t U n c l e M a n u e l . He was 
t h e one t h a t t a u g h t k a h i k o f o r L o u i s e K a l e i k i , He was a c h a n t e r . 
And f r o m K e e l i h i w a them my g r a n d m o t h e r ' s s i s t e r was a h u l a d a n c e r 
and s h e s t u d i e d w i t h Kumanaiwa who was a famous h u l a m a s t e r on 
Maui. And s h e i s s t i l l a l i v e t o d a y , b u t h a s g i v e n up d a n c i n g . 
S h e ' s a d e a c o n e s s i n a Hawai i a n c h u r c h . S h e ' s h e r e on Oahu 
1 i v i n g n e a r me, b u t s h e gave up d a n c i n g when s h e became a 
d e a c o n e s s f o r t h e H a w a i i a n c h u r c h . So t h e h u l a b l o o d was i n my 
f a m i l y . (Name?) E l i z a b e t h Chun L i n g . T h e i r names, t h e i r maiden 
names, f o r t h e two s i s t e r s was K a l e h u a w e h e . My g r a n d m o t h e r ' s 
m a i d e n name was K a l e h u a w e h e . And i t ' s s a i d my f a m i l y ' s f r o m t h a t 
s i d e o f t h e i s l a n d a nd t h r o u g h my f a m i l y t h e y d i d what was c a l l e d 
t h e H a l e a k a l a d a n c e s w h i c h were d a n c e s done f o r P e l e b e c a u s e P e l e 
1 i v e d i n H a l e a k a l a u n t i l v e r y r e c e n t t i m e s . And e v e r y o n e t h i n k s 
o f t h e P e l e d a n c e s a s coming f r o m t h e B i g I s l a n d , but t h e r e ' s a 
l o n g t r a d i t i o n o f P e l e d a n c e s on t h a t s i d e o f Maui w h e r e s h e was 
s t i l l e r u p t i n g i n t h e 1 7 0 0 s and up u n t i 1 t h e 1 8 0 0 s . T h e y d i d t h e 
H a l e a k a l a d a n c e s t h a t was w h a t t h e s e j s e o p l e d i d . And when I 
t r y i n g t o g e t i n t o t h e h u l a my g r a n d m o t h e r went t o a c o u p l e o f 
members o f my f a m i l y t o be t a u g h t a n d t h i n g s j u s t d i d n ' t work o u t 
t h a t i t was p a s s e d t o me so t h e way t h a t I went was t h r o u g h t h e 



S t a t e F o u n d a t i o n w i t h A u n t y H o a k a l e i a nd t h a t was t h e o t h e r way 
was open. So i t ' s 1 i k e I j u s t went t o t h e ways t h a t w e r e open. 
B u t t h e h u l a was i n our b l o o d , our f a m i l y ' s b l o o d . My 
g r a n d m o t h e r and them w e r e t h e ones t o s e e them a l l done, t h e 
H a l e a k a l a d a n c e s . I d o n ' t t h i n k t h e y w e r e e v e r y r e c o r d e d . B i i t i t 
was a v e r y s t r o n g t r a d i t i o n on t h a t s i d e o f Maui. The w h o l e h u l a 
t r a d i t i o n was v e r y d i f f e r e n t . The k u a h u t h e y p u t l i m u k a l a on 
t h e k u a h u . T h e y u s e d 1imu t h e y d i d n ' t h a v e m a i l e a n d I h a v e 
p i c t u r e s o f my grand, a u n t ' s g r a d u a t i o n . He s k i r t s a r e made o u t 
of t h e r o o t l e t s f r o m t h e H a l a t r e e . T h e y u s e t h e h ^ i l a , t h e r o o t s 
a nd t h e y smash i t up a n d t h e y make i t r e a l s o f t and I h a v e 
p i c t u r e s o f t h e i r h a l a s k i r t s a nd the^y h a v e l i m u k a l a l e i s t h e y 
u s e d t o p u t on t h e h u l a a l t e r . And so i t ' s a c o m p l e t e l y 
d i f f e r e n t t r a d i t i o n on t h a t s i d e . I t was t h e d r y s i d e o f Maui 
and a d i f f e r e n t e n v i r o n m e n t b u t h u l a was v e r y s t r o n g . 

I n t e r m s o f s t y l e I t h i n k s t y l e s a r e p e r s o n a l t a s t e , s o I'm 
c o m f o r t a b l e w i t h our s t y l e b e c a u s e t h a t ' s how I was t r a i n e d , b u t 
I r e a l i z e t h a t o t h e r p e o p l e m i g h t h a v e a d i f f e r e n t i d e a o f what 
i s p r e t t y i n t h e i r mind. And i t ' s a l l r i g h t w h a t e v e r t h e y h a v e 
i n t h e i r mind t o be p r e t t y , The s t y l e s a r e d i f f e r e n t f o r 
e v e r y o n e . 

When I t o o k a w o r k s h o p i t was l i k e you went i n t h e r e . . . y o u e r a s e d 
e v e r y t h i n g f r o m y o u r mind.. The h a r d p a r t was when you l e a r n e d 
t h e same d a n c e t h a t you h a d l e a r n e d one way b e f o r e . Or t h a t you 
we r e so paapono on l e a r n i n g i t t h a t way when you f i r s t l e a r n e d 
t h a t d a n c e t o l e a r n i t a n o t h e r way. T h a t f o r me was t h e h a r d e s t 
b e c a u s e t h e t u n e s and m o t i o n s a r e e i l r e a d y p a r t o f y o u r mind and 
t h e y ' r e a p a r t o f y o u r body, and when y o u d o n ' t t h i n k you go b a c k 
t o what you u s e d i t f o r . So i f I know a d a n c e one way and t h e y 
w e r e g o i n g t o t e a c h i t a n o t h e r way u s u a l l y I d o n ' t go i n t o t h a t 
c l a s s b e c a u s e i t r e a l l y r e a l l y w o u l d c o n f u s e me. 

( D i f f i c u l t i e s ? ) Not r e a l l y . W e l l h u l a t o o k o v e r a m a j o r p a r t o f 
my l i f e . H u l a was a v e r y v e r y i m p o r t a n t p a r t o f my l i f e . A 



m a j o r p a r t o f my l i f e . A t l e a s t 15 y e a r s I w o u l d s a y when I was 
l e a r n i n g . And i t was I w o r k e d a nd I d i d dan c e a nd t h a t was what 
I was. So I h a d a v e r y l i m i t e d p e r s o n a l l i f e a n d h u l a was a 
m a j o r p a r t o f my l i f e , a n d i t s t i l l i s a p a r t o f my l i f e , a n d i t 
w i l l be a p a r t o f my l i f e u n t i 1 I g e t v e r y o l d , I made c h o i c e , a 
commitment. And a commitment i s n o t s o m e t h i n g f o r t o d a y o r 
tomorrow. I t ' s l i k e i n p e r p t e t u i t y t h e d a n c e s t h a t y o u h a v e a nd 
what y o u do. 

W i t h t h e s t a t e f o u n d a t i o n we h a d wh o e v e r s i g n e d up f o r c l a s s e s . 
P e o p l e w e r e g i v e n t o y o u b e c a u s e t h e y w e r e coming t o l e a r n a b o u t 
t h e c u l t u r e a n d l e a r n i n g a b o u t t h e t r a d i t i o n s so t h e r e w e r e 
h u n d r e d s a n d h u n d r e d s o f p e o p l e t h a t came t o l e a r n b e g i n n i n g h u l a 
a nd i n t e r m e d i a t e h u l a i n t h o s e d a y s . And t h i s was l i k e t h e 
b e g i n n i n g o f t h e r e n a i s s a n c e s o t h e r e w e r e a l o t and a l o t o f 
p e o p l e a n d I h a d no c h o i c e s i n c e A u n t y H o a k a l e i made t h e 
s e l e c t i o n s . B u t I l o o k t o e a c h one o f them a s b e i n g a d i f f e r e n t 
c h a l l e n g e . T h e y m i g h t h a v e s o m e t h i n g p h y s i c a l l y t h a t y o u h a v e t o 
overcome t o t e a c h o r t h e y m i g h t h a v e a m e n t a l b l o c k a n d so f o r me 
i t was my t i m e f o r l e a r n i n g how t o tei^ich a n d i t was a v e r y 
e x c i t i n g t i m e f o r me. When I tea,ch t o d a y i t ' s who I want t o 
t e a c h . I t ' s n o t open. I d o n ' t h a v e open c l a s s e s o r a n y t h i n g 
l i k e t h a t . F o r s p e c i a l e v e n t s o r s o m e t h i n g t h a t A u n t y w a n t s me 
t o t e a c h a g r o u p I ' l l t e a c h . T h e y ' r e j u s t m a i n l y A u n t y ' s p e o p l e 
t h a t I t e a c h . Y e a h , e v e n S i s s y . N e i t h e r o f u s h a v e r e a l l y 
s t e p p e d away f r o m A u n t y . I t ' s p a r t o f A u n t y h o l d on. She n e e d s 
us w i t h h e r and i t ' s a good r e l a t i o n s h i p , s o i t ' s j u s t k e p t 
i t s e l f g o i n g a l l t h e s e y e a r s . 

I t h i n k h u l a h a s c h a n g e d . I t h i n k i t ' s h e a l t h y f o r c h a n g e . I 
t h i n k i t h a s c h a n g e d , b u t I d o n ' t t h i n k c h a n g e i s n e c e s s a r i l y 
bad.. 1'he o n l y t h i n g t h a t I s e e i s bad. i s i f we c< Dnfuse o u r 
t r a d i t i o n a l h u l a w i t h modern h u l a , a n d we d o n ' t k e e p t h e 
t r a d i t i o n s t r a d i t i o n s a n d t h e c r e a t i v e hulaxs a n d t h e modern h u l a s 
u n d e r s t a n d , t h a t we h a v e a t r a d i t i o n a n d we k e e p them s e p a r a t e t h e 
c l a s s i c a l o n e s . As l o n g a s we c a n k e e p what i s t r a d i t i o n a l 



t r a d i t i o n a l a nd t h e n c r e a t e a n d do a l l t h e w o n d e r f u l t h i n g s a nd 
t h e t h i n g s t h a t a r e f u n t o do w i t h i n t h e c u l t u r e . S t a y t o d a y 
w i t h i t b u t h a v e a n u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f w h e r e we come f r o m a n d 
w h a t ' s h a p p e n i n g now i s t h a t t h e t r a d i t i o n s i n our h u l a i s b e i n g 
l o s t a n d p e o p l e a r e d o i n g w h a t t h e y t h i n k a r e k a h i k o h u l a s t h a t 
t h e y ' r e m a k i n g up t o d a y . W e l l , I d o n ' t t h i n k t h a t t h e r e a r e 
enough o f t h e t r a d i t i o n a l p e o p l e t h a t a r e t e a c h i n g a n d I t h i n k 
t h a t we h a v e t o k e e p what i s t r a d i t i o n a l t r a d i t i o n a l . And 
t r a d i t i o n a l t o me i s wh a t h a s b e e n p a s s e d on f r o m one human b e i n g 
t o a n o t h e r human b e i n g t o a n o t h e r human b e i n g . The c h a n t and t h e 
da n c e . And i f you go t o most kumu h u l a s t o d a y and a s k them what 
t h e y h a v e i n t h e i r r e p e r t o i r e t h a t i s t r a d i t i o n a l most o f them 
d o n ' t h a v e a n y t h i n g , T h e y f i n d t h e w o r d s i n t h e a r c h i v e s a nd 
make up t h e mot i o n s a n d t h e t u n e w h i c h i s good, i t ' s n o t bad t o 
do t h a t , b u t a l s o somewhere a l o n g t h e l i n e t h e y s h o u l d h a v e some 
t r a i n i n g o f where t h e y h a v e come f r o m . Where we h a v e come a s 
H a w a i i a n o v e r a l l t h e s e m i l l e n n i u m s o f t i m e . We h a v e t o l o o k 
b a c k a nd l o o k b a c k a t o u r c l c i s s i c a l t r a d i t i o n s a nd u n d e r s t a n d 
t h o s e . To me wh a t i s h u l a k a h i k o i s t h e c l a s s i c s . A r e t h e ones 
t h a t h a v e been p a s s e d on. f r o m one g e n e r a t i o n t o a n o t h e r . The 
m o t i o n s a n d t h e v o i c e t h r o u g h one human b e i n g t o u c h i n g a n o t h e r 
human b e i n g o v e r a p e r i o d o f t i m e . 

H u l a i s j u s t a t i p o f t h e i c e b e r g i n t e r m s o f c u l t u r e . H u l a i s 
a r e f l e c t i o n o f t h e c u l t u r e . 1 1 ̂  s t h e e x p r e s s i o n o f t h e c u l t u r e . 
The l y r i c a l e x p r e s s i o n o f c u l t u r e . B u t i t i n v o l v e s e v e r y t h i n g . 
L a n g u a g e i s i m p o r t a n t b e c a u s e t o a p p r e c i a t e t h e h u l a y o u h a v e t o 
be a b l e t o a p p r e c i a t e t h e l a n g u a g e b e c a u s e o n l y i n H a w a i i f r o m 
what I c a n s e e i n t h e P a c i f i c a r e t h e w o r d s n o t s e p a r a t e d f r o m 
t h e d a n c i n g . You c a n e l s e w h e r e a nd y o u c a n l i s t e n t o drums and 
p e o p l e w i l l d a n c e , b u t i n H a w a i i t h e w o r d s h a v e t o be t h e r e i n 
o r d e r t o h a v e d a n c e . I f y o u d o n ' t h a v e t h e w o r d s y o u d o n ' t h a v e 
d a n c e . T h a t ' s why i t ' s i m p o r t c i n t f o r d a n c i n g b e c a u s e d a n c i n g 
does n o t e x i s t w i t h o u t w o r d s . The w o r d s f i r s t a n d t h e n t h e 
da n c e . 


