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My mother wanted me to take from Manue| Si|va because he was known for his

Strictness.　So my husband and　工　went doun to Hono|u|u for one week and we

Stayed at a hote|.　工　went to see Manue|　Silva who was living in the back of

the Star-Bu|1etin at the time. He t01d Ine Straight that if he didn,t know my

mother he would've sent me away because he didn-t take anybody anymore.　His

basic$ Were rea|ly hard.　You had to squat on the f|oor and then he would bend

your body to make it flexible by walking all over you. Then he put me f|at on

my stomach and bent my legs’back. When he finished工　was exhausted, A|| he

Said to me was if　工　didn't want to　|earn′　工WaS free to　|eave.

My flrst teachers were actual|y my fami|y and工　WaS PuShed into it whether　工

1iked it or not at the age of four. My grandmother′　Annie Ka|aau′　had come

from Kona and she had been trained in o|apa.　My aunty′　Helen Apo Hanu, WaS

taught by my grandmother and she was my first teacher.　My first kunu outside
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my mother offerred her our home because we had a big　|anai.　So she would teach
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my husband refused to let me dance professiona|ly so　工began to train my |itt|e

girl who was∴SeVen. After awhi|e工Wanted to learn o|apa so工　cou|d teach it to

my daughter so my mother recommended Manue|　Si|va.　He couldn't start me off dan-

Cing irmediate|y so he trained me to pai the ipu. My o|apa was kapu which mean土工
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encouraged and gave me support to become a kumu hula.　She would watch me dance

in front of her and she wou|d be my critic.　She made sure everything was correct.

She was my inspiration.
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Strictness.　So my husband and　工　went down to Hono|u|u for one week and we

Stayed at a hotel.　工Went tO See Manue|　Silva who was　|iving in the back of　　=

the Star-Bu||etin at the time. He to|d me straight that if he didnlt know my

mother he would’ve sent me away because he didn’t take anybody anymore. His

basics were rea|1y hard.　You had to squat on the f|oor and then he wou|d bend

your body to make it f|exib|e by wa|king∴a|| over you. Then he put me f|at on

my stomach and bent my |egs′back.　When he finished　エ　was exhausted. Al| he

Said士O me WaS if　工　didn‘t want to　|earn,工was free to |eave.

My first teachers were actual|y my fami|y and工was pushed into it wllether工

|iked it or not at the age of four. My grandmother, Annie Kalaau, had come

from Kona and she had been trained in o|apa.　My aunty, He|en Apo Hanu, WaS　-

taught by my grandmother and she was my first teacher.　My first kumu outside
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my mother offerred her our home because we had a big　|anai.　So she wou|d teach

and工WOu|d sit down and watch.　工graduated from Aunty Alice in her home in a

Very mOdern uniki.

When Aunty A|ice left Maui　工　returned to my aunty who taught me modern hu|a.

工uniki’d with my aunty in another modern presentation, and then工began to

dance professiona|工y for Eddie嘗am, the　|ate mayor of Maui. when工got married

my husband refused to let me dance professionally so　エbegan to train my |itt|e

gir| who was seven. After awhi|e工Wanted to |earn o|apa so |　could teach it to

my daughter so my mother reccmmended Manue|　Silva. IIe couldn-t start me off dan-

Cing immediate|y so he trained me to pai the ipu. My o|apa was kapu which meant工

COu|d on|y dance them in certain areas and my dancers had to be trained in certain

duties.工did not take the kapu because Unc|e Manue| did not want me to get hurt

if my students were kapu|u in their duties. unfortunately this meant he wou|d be

the one to suffer for their actions.
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encouraged and gave me support to become a k皿hula.　She wou|d watch me dance

in front of her and she wou|d be my critic.　She made sure everything was correct.

She was my inspiration.



'一so my husband and工went doun Honolulu for one week, and we s亡ayed at a ho亡el.

| went to see Manuel Silva. He was living in亡he back of亡he Honolulu S亡ar-Bulletin

at亡he time.工told hi皿Who工was and he said he knewmy no亡her. He told皿e

s亡raight that if皿y mOther didnlt send皿e he would have亡umed me away because

he didn一亡take anybody. So l began皿y Classes with hin and工亡ell you工wanted

to quit.旺s basics were hard.  [ had to kneel and squat on the floor then

he would star亡Walking all over ne trying亡O bend血y body亡O make it as flexible

as he wanted i亡. And he was no亡a small man・ [ can reme血ber being in his bedroom

and ny husband couldn一亡Stand it because工was crying and screaning. A|1亡he

while Uncle Manuel was telling me if工didnlt want to leam, tO get uP and get

ou亡‥.i章
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