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M I C H A E L K E K A I M O K U T O S H I Y O S H I K A W A 

Kumu hula of Kepomakolekapuakane, Michael Kekaimoku Yoshikawa is currently 
teaching hula at the Shriner's Hospital auditorium. 

F o r some reason , I w a s a l w a y s interested i n h u l a w h i l e I w a s g r o w i n g u p i n 

C a r s o n , C a l i f o r n i a . Book reports or art projects w e r e a l w a y s done about H a w a i ' i . 

M y y o u n g e r sister w a s t a k i n g h u l a f r o m S i s s y K a i o ^mA~I kept a s k i n g m y motlaer 

w h e r i ^ ^ w o u l d start a c lass for boys . I kept h a n g i n g a r o u n d , jus t t r y i n g to s h o w m y 

fare7-9e-si*e f i n a l l y created a teenage group for ftmr nf it^. M y s e l f a n d three of m y 
A 

c o u s i n s . V B S ^ ^ ^ ' ' 

A t the age of fourteen. S i s s y gave m e a v e r y good base of n u l a , a v e r y stron-g 

f o u n d a t i o n of h u m i l i t y or h a ' a h a ' a , a n d enjoymwat of h u l a . T h e r e w a s sm cQ^d 

aspects of s p i r i t u a l i t y i n v o l v e d ; not jus t p h y s i c a l ac t iv i ty . -ft~g»vo mo-sueh-a i - U A - O * 

^ V IN I 

w o n d e r f u l f e e l i n g % i s i d e . I a&a^ felt ajfl at tract ion t o v * 3 ^ s h u l a k a h i k o aSEd v) ^•>^ 

espec ia l ly c h a n t i n g . 

S i s s y s a w that I r e m e m b e r e d things q u i c k l y a n d that I m a d e m y s e l f avai lable 

because I w a n t e d to l e a r n a n d absorb as m u c h as I c o u l d . She gave me duties s u c h as 

m a k i n g costumes . W h e n our teenage g r o u p b l e n d e d i n w i t h the m e n ' s c lass , she_ . 

s tarted to incorporate m e as a n a l a k a ' i . I s tarted rui'vning the classes, d o i n g basics. 

W h e n I became 18, she let m e become a k o k u a k u m u . I w a s v e r y y o u n g to h a v e a 

d u t y l i k e that tet I d e v e l o p e d quite r a p i d l y . E v e n t u a l l y the men's c lass became 

m i n e . She w o u l d j u s t come i n a n d w a t c h me ran the c lass . She w o u l d ask m e to 

choreograph a mele or w e w o u l d do it as a team. I t w a s v e r y enjoyable. 

I w a s the n u c l e u s of the h a l a u because I w a s their o n l y ho'opa'a w i t h a voice . 

I h a d n o t r a i n i n g a n d S issy herse l f w a s bas ica l ly sel f - taught i n o l i . O n e s u m m e r , m y 

mother r e t u r n e d f r o m H a w a i ' i a n d she brought m e a w h o l e b u n c h of c h a n t i n g 



records of people like K a n a k a ' o l e , K a h a ' i T o p o l i n s k i , K e l i ' i T a u a a n d that v e r y o l d 

one f r o m the w a x c y l i n d e r . GneG-X-got-ahold o f these, I w o u l d l i s ten to them d a y 

after d a y a n d I s tar ted to p i c k u p the mele . T h e records came w i t h w o r d s so I w o u l d 

m i m m i c k a n d p r o n o u n c e t h e m b a c k w i t h the record . That ' s h o w I d e v e l o p e d m y 

o l i s k i l l s , ' 

I s t a y e d w i t h S i s s y for a total of 8 years . W e exper ienced a lot of th ings 

together as k u m u a n d h a u m a n a but m y y e a r n i n g to l e a r n more w a s great a n d I 

thought c o m i n g to H a w a i ' i w o u l d h e l p m e e v e n more . A t f i rs t I t r i e d - t o - e x t i i ^ u i s h 

Ihe - l i t t l e f i re that b u r r i e d i n s i d e of m e but-^-t ouly . las ted-a-eeuple _o£^ortths . ^Hapn I 

s tarted thinlriing a n d c o n t e m p l a t i n g w h o I w o u l d l ike to l e a r n f r o m . E v e n t u a l l y a n 

o p p o r t u n i t y came w h e r e I w a s i n v i t e d to P a l a n i K a h a l a ' s h a l a u . P a l a n i w a s 
I* 

i m p r e s s e d b y m e but s a i d I h a d to let S i s s y k n o w that I w o u l d be j o i n i n g h i s h a l a u . I 

c a l l e d S i s s y a n d she gave m e her b lessmgs. ^ 

( j ) P a l a n i r e f i n e d m e / ^ f ^ f e n o o t h e d out a l l of m y r o u g h edgesT^ S"costuming 

w a s a l w a y s impeccable a n d preciseSke s tressed the importance of l e a r n i n g language 

w h i c h I a m s t i l l t r y i n g to a c h i e v e ^ ^ e opened i % m y sense of c reat iv i ty . ^^4e w-as-a 
^ e r y creative person a*Kl-he alwayaiiad a new idea.^^e always-stove-to p u s h U v 

h i m s e l f uj»"to h i g h e r l eve l s or g o a l ^ v ' H T O e ^ ^ the'^fhings that he i n s t i l l e d i n me. 

T o s t r ive to do w e l l a n d t^ enjoy i t at the same t ime. 

I w a s i n h i s ho 'opa 'a c lass w h e n P a l a n i w a s gett ing s ick a n d o u r classes h a d to 

be s topped u n t i l he w a s i n better hea l th . Ur\fortunately, w e w e r e unable to f i n i s h 

because of h i s u n t i m e l y death. B u t pr ior to h i s death , he gave f o u r of u s h i s 

blessings to go out a n d teach. H e spoke to us as a group f i rs t a n d later he spoke to 

m e i n p r i v a t e . T h a t w a s a v e r y spec ia l t ime. H e i n s t i l l e d i n m e n o t h i n g but 

pos i t ives s a y i n g that I s h o u l d cont inue w h a t I w a s do ing a n d that I w o u l d be a good 

teacher. I t h i n k that w a s h i s w a y of let t ing m e k n o w that he w o u l d a l w a y s be there 

for m e . 



P a l a n i k n e w that I w a n t e d to teach a n d to start a h a l a u . O n e of the things that 

I d idn ' t h a v e w a s a n a m e the h a l a u . H e came over to m y apar tment a n d s a i d that 

he h a d been d r e a m i n g of this H a w a i i a n n a m e for three n i g ht s i n a r o w . H e be l ieved 

that this n a m e w a s for m e . T h e n a m e he gave m e w a s K a p o m a k a l e i k a p u a k a n e 

m e a n i n g the sacred n i g h t r a i n b o w of K a n e . H e a d v i s e d me to h a v e it b lessed a n d I 

d i d . 

A f e w of us f r o m P a l a n i at tached ourse lves to a school to get some teaching 

exper ience . I s tarted teaching at K a w a n a n a k o a Intermediate School 's af terschool 

p r o g r a m a n d took the g i r l s to the h u l a k a h i k o compet i t ion . 

M y greatest a c c o m p l i s h m e n t as a teacher i s seeing m y h a u m a n a p e r f o r m a 

mele a n d as they w a l k off stage, y o u feel their joy a n d see their g l o w a n d p u r e love 

f l o w i n g t h r o u g h a l l of t h e m at the same t ime. I tel l m y h a u m a n a that the highest 

ach ievements don' t necessar^ fcome as a n a w a r d or t rophy . W i i m i n g i s n ice l i k e the 

i c i n g o n the cake . B u t fee l ing good about y o u r per formance is the achievement . 

A 


