
RAY KAHIKILAULANI FONSECA 

Under the direction of kumu hula Ray Fonseca, the Halau Hula 0 Kahikilaulani has successfully 
competed in the prestigious r i e r r i e Monarch Festival and the Queen Lill 'uokalani Keiki Hula 
Competition. 

KAHIKILAULANI IS MY HULA NAME GIVEN TO MEAT MY UNIKI BY UNCLE GEORGE NAOPE. HE 

USED TO CALL ME KAHIKI BECAUSE I WAS ALWAYS PLAYING THE TAHITIAN DRUMS, AND HE 

TOLD ME THAT HE WOULD COMPLETE THE NAME WHEN I UNIKI. I UNIKI FROM UNCLE GEORGE 

IN 1977. 

BEFORE I LEARNED HULA, i WAS A TAHITIAN DRUMMER WITH KEOLALAULANI HULA STUDIO AND 

LATER WITH AUNTY PAULINE PADEKEN AND LOKELANI ANDERSEN. WHEN I MET UNCLE GEORGE 

NAOPE, HE ASKED ME TO COME TO HIS HALAU TO TEACH TAHITIAN. SO IN THE SUMMER O F J 3 J ? ^ 
I LEFT HONOLULU TO LIVEV^ITH UNCLE GEORGE IN HILOAND I NEVER RETURNED HOME UNTIL 

THREE YEARS LATER. 

A 

I STARTED TO DANCE HULA AT THE AGE OF 1 7. WHILE LIVING WITH UNCLE GEORGE, i BEGAN TO 

ASKQUESTIONS ANDTAKE AN INTEREST IN LEARNING THE HULA. BUT ALTHOUGH UNCLE 

GEORGE WAS MY KUMU HULA FOR MANY YEARS, IT WAS HE WHO ENCOURAGED ME TO LEARN 

FROM OTHER HULA RESOURCES LIKE LOKALIA MONTGOMERY. UNCLE GEORGE MADE ME GO TO 

WORKSHOPS BECAUSE HE WANTED ME TO BROADEN MY HORIZON. I TOOK WORKSHOPS FROM 

HENRY PA,AS WELL AS V^ORKING V/ITH HIM FOR THE TAVANA SHOW INTHE AINAHAU PRINCESS 

KAIULANI HOTEL. I ALSO TOOK CLASSES FROM AUNTY EDITH KANAKAOLE AND ELEANOR HIRAM 

HOKE. 

UNCLE GEORGE IS MY GREATEST INSPIRATION. HE ALWAYS TOLD ME THAT IN HULA, THE 

SHARING OF ONE'S KNOWLEDGE WAS TO ENHANCE ONE'S OWN KNOWLEDGE. SO MV JOB IS TO 

SHARE WHAT I LEARNED WITH THE PEOPLE OF HAWAII AND IN TURN I WILL GAIN EVEN MORE 

KNOWLEDGE. UNTIL TODAY, EVEN IF WE LIVE APART, I AM STILL WITH UNCLE GEORGE IN 

SPIRIT. IF I GET STUCK V-/1TH SOMETHING LIKE A CHANT,! WILL GO TO HIM TO ASK FOR 

ADVICE. 

IN 1980 I OPENED MY HALAU IN HILO. I NAMED MY HALAU "KAHIKILAULANI," MEANING "THE 

STAFF OF HEAVEN." AT THAT TIME HILO DID NOT HAVE TOO MANY TEACHERS, ESPECIALLY IN 

HULA KAHIKO. I KEEP THE TRADITIONAL DANCES THE SAME AS I LEARNED THEM FROM UNCLE 



GEORGE 30 THESE DANCES WILL BE CARRIED ON. 

MY JOY IS TO SEE MY STUDENTS PERFORM TO THE BEST OF THEIR ABILITIES AND TO DO IT 

WITH FULL LOVE AND UNDERSTAND!NG OF THE ART. IN MY HALAU, WE TRY TO DO EVERYTHING 

OURSELVES. WE MAKE THE IMPLEMENTS, FEATHER LEIS, HAKU LEIS AND COSTUMES. WHEN 

MY STUDENTS DANCE IN COSTUMES THAT THEY HAD MADE, THEY HAVE A FEELING OF 

ACCOMPLISHMENT. 

WHEN I AM TEACHING, IT IS THE FORCE WITHIN ME THAT DRIVES ME. EVERYTHING IN MY LIFE 

IS RELATED TO HULA. WHEN I WIN AT A COMPETITION, I FIRST FEEL FORTUNATE AND BLESSED. 

I ALV-/AYS TELL THE CHIL-WEN TO THANK THE ALMIGHTY TO ALLOV^ US TO BE HERE BECAUSE. 

WHAT REALLY MATTERS IS THAT THEY ALL COME OFF THAT STAGE WITH NO REGRETS AND THAT 

TJ4EY FEEL GOOD ABOUT THEMSELVES. 


