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I was but a v e r y young boy of f o u r t e e n y e a r s , s t a n d i n g s i x f e e t t a l l , 
when I f i r s t met my b e n e f a c t o r of H a w a i i a n Knowledge. Her name was 
KAWAHXNEKAPUHELEIKAPOKANE, and she was n i n e t y t w o - y e a r s - o l d . She 
stood e r e c t and t a l l , s i x f e e t f o u r i n c h e s to my s i x f e e t , l i k e a 
young woman i n an o l d woman's body. 

She asked i f I was i n t e r e s t e d i n my H a w a i i a n C u l t u r e t o which I 
answered i n the a f f i r m a t i v e . She t o l d me she had i n her p o s s e s s i o n 
a compiled r e c o r d o f h u l a s , c h a n t s and s t o r i e s of our Hawaiian 
people and no one i n her f a m i l y to t e a c h them to as they were not 
i n t e r e s t e d i n l e a r n i n g . She then t o l d me she had been w a i t i n g f o r 
a v e r y long t i m e , and p r a y e d f o r a l o n g , long time f o r someone to 
come so t h a t she c o u l d t e a c h and pass on t h i s knowledge. But each 
y e a r came and no one approached, and she thought t h e knowledge she 
p o s s e s s e d would d i e w i t h h e r . But one day, I came. 

The woman was e x t r e m e l y w e l l p r e s e r v e d . She had s h o r t w h i t e h a i r , 
a r a t h e r dark complexion and v e r y d a r k , p i e r c i n g eyes wThich made one 
f e e l as though she were l o o k i n g i n t o the v e r y depths o f your s o u l 
and comprehending e v e r y t h i n g about you. Her v o i c e was c a p t i v a t i n g , 
and when she chanted i n the " o l i " f a s h i o n , she d i d n ' t have to t e l l me 
what t h e " o l i " was about, f o r h e r , v o i c e tones were made to sound 
l i k e t h e waves washing over the sand or a i r y l i k e the winds above a 
c l i f f , or w h i s p e r y l i k e t h e s o f t r u s t l i n g l e a v e s . She made one f e e l 
as though he were a p a r t of t h e v e r y essence of n a t u r e i t s e l f . To me, 
I was the e a r t h , t h e win d , the se a s and the s k i e s . 

For two y e a r s I met w i t h h er a t her home, e v e r y day a f t e r s c h o o l . 
She taught me w e l l and I was f o r t u n a t e to be a b l e to absorb a l l she 
had to t e a c h me i n the v e r y s h o r t time we had. I n 197S a t the end 
of my J u n i o r y e a r i n h i g h s c h o o l , she pa s s e d away. I never knew i f 
she had an E n g l i s h name or even what her f a m i l y name was. I never 
knew i f she had any f a m i l y because when I v i s i t e d w i t h h e r , she was 
al w a y s a l o n e . She n e v e r t o l d me. A l l I have l e f t to remind me t h a t 
she l i v e d a r e t h e s e c h a n t s , h u l a s and s t o r i e s from M o l o k a i , the know­
ledge she taught me and a geneology of my Kumu-ship through h e r , 
KAWAHXNEKAPUHELEIKAPOKANE. 



K 
D u r i n g my time of s t u d y w i t h h e r , Kawahine e x p l a i n e d the geneology 
of the Kumus, and t o l d me of the descendency of my Kumu-ship which 
r e v e r t s a l l t h e way back to LAKA and f i v e more g e n e r a t i o n s beyond 
h e r . She f u r t h e r e x p l a i n e d t h a t f o r e v e r y two kumus on the 
geneology c h a r t , the time span marks a hundred y e a r s . With the 
geneology I p o s s e s s , the c h a n t s and h u l a s , s t o r i e s and h i s t o r i c a l 
r e c o r d s date back to 900 A.D. Each Kumu i n the geneology kept a 
r e c o r d o f what t r a n s p i r e d d u r i n g t h e i r l i f e t i m e . They r e c o r d e d 
t h e b i r t h s and deaths of a l i i s , c h i e f s and o t h e r n o t a b l e people i n 
H a w a i i a n h i s t o r y . They r e c o r d e d e v e n t s , w a r s , and l i f e s t y l e s of 
the people. They wrote of the foods p l a n t e d , the a n i m a l s i n 
abundance, the work l a b o r e d and changes i n the l a n d . A l l t h e s e 
and more were r e c o r d e d i n the chan t s and s t o r i e s l e f t m.e by my 
b e n e f a c t o r , a l l w r i t t e n i n H a w a i i a n , some t r a n s l a t e d to E n g l i s h . 
One c f t h e most s i g n i f i c a n t t r e a s u r e s o f inform.ation w h i c h Kawahine 
i m p a r t e d to me was t h e knowledge t h a t t h e r a c e of people t h e 
Haw a i i a n s descended from, once had an a n c i e n t w r i t t e n language-.that 
long p r e v a i l e d i n t h e i r r e c o r d keeping and ev e r y d a y communication. 
I t c o n s i s t e d of symbols r e p r e s e n t i n g nouns and v e r b s and r e a d from 
top to bottom. The s e n t e n c e s t r u c t u r e was or d e r e d from r i g h t to 
l e f t . T h i s w r i t t e n language was taught to each kumu i n t h e gene­
ology l i n e as a means to p r e s e r v e ' t h i s a r t , f o r the language soon 
d i s a p p e a r e d from the people because of a l a c k of use as the l i f e 
s t y l e s of the people changed. 

The s t o r i e s and b e l i e f s o f t h e e a r l y H a w a i i a n s r e g a r d i n g e x t r a ­
o r d i n a r y a n i m a l s , people and e v e n t s were based on r e a l i s t i c happenings 
and f a c t u a l a c c o u n t s . Today the y a r e re g a r d e d as myths- and l e g e n d s . 
For example, through t h e c h a n t s , i t r e l a t e s how Molokai a t one time 
was o v e r - r u n by huge "mo'o" or l i z a r d s . The kumus re c o r d e d t h e s e 
l i z a r d s to be the s i z e of mountain r i d g e s . These c r e a t u r e s had an 
almost human-like i n t e l l i g e n c e and had the a b i l i t y to communicate 
w i t h man. Another a s p e c t r e c o r d e d i n t h e c h a n t s t e l l s of g i a n t s who 
once l i v e d and t h r i v e d on the l a n d . The ev e n t s t h a t a r e re c o r d e d 
i n some of t h e s e c h a n t s a r e u n b e l i e v a b l e but then our w o r l d today 
would be j u s t as u n b e l i e v a b l e to o t h e r people p a s t or i n the f u t u r e . 



The coTTibined l a n d a r e a of a l l e i g h t H a w a i i a n I s a l n d s today a r e but 
a t e n t h of what th e l a n d s of H a w a i i once was. The e x t e n t of the 
l a n d , at one t i m e , was so g r e a t t h a t i t supported a p o p u l a t i o n of 
m i l l i o n s o f i n h a b i t a n t s . There were no s e p a r a t e i s l a n d s , p e r s a y , 
but a l l were connected. The s e p a r a t i o n of t h i s l a n d o c c u r r e d 
through mass d e s t r u c t i o n g e n e r a t e d by e a r t h quakes and o t h e r n a t u r a l 
o c c u r r e n c e s w h i c h r e s u l t e d i n t h e s i n k i n g o f n i n e t e n t h s of the l a n d 
and much of the i n h a b i t a n t s , i n t o the ocean. 

But I t u r n my thoughts t o Molokai a g a i n , and r e l a t e the s i g n i f i c a n t 
a s p e c t of t h i s e p i s t l e . I t was on t h i s i s l a n d of Molokai t h a t LAKA 
was born and taught the h u l a b y her o l d e s t s i s t e r , KAPOULAKINAU. 
At t h a t time o n l y t h e f a m i l y of LAK.^ p o s s e s s e d the knowledge and 
a r t i s t i c s k i l l s of t h e h u l a , and i t was r e t a i n e d and taught o n l y to 
t h e members of her f a m i l y . I t was o n l y a f t e r LAKA a t t a i n e d t h i s 
knowledge and a r t t h a t she s p r e a d t h i s a r t form to e v e r y i s l a n d . 
F i r s t to N i i h a u , t h e n K a u a i , Oahu, Maui, L a n a i and l a s t l y to the B i g 
I s l a n d of Haw^aii. Wherever she t r a v e l e d academies of dance were 
s t a r t e d and the t r a d i t i o n s c a r r i e d f o r t h by her a r d e n t s t u d e n t s . 
When age c r e p t upon h e r , LAKA r e t u r n e d to Molokai where she spent 
her r e m a i n i n g y e a r s , enmeshed i n her dance, and d i e d i n the p l a c e 
c a l l e d Kaana. 

What i s s o r e l y m i s s i n g i n t h e a n c i e n t h u l a today i s the p u r i t y of 
s p i r i t w i t h i n each i n d i v i d u a l kumu and dancer. A n c i e n t h u l a i s 
s p i r i t u a l . Vvhen we p e r f o r m , we a r e indeed r e - e n a c t i n g the p a s t l i f e 
o f our f o r e f a t h e r s and we must be c l e a n from the i n s i d e - o u t i n o r d e r 
to s p i r i t u a l l y s a t i s f y and r e p r e s e n t the h u l a a c c o r d i n g to t r a d i t i o n . 
The h u l a was h e l d s a c r e d and was a means of e x p r e s s i n g the l i f e s t y l e s 
and c u l t u r e of our f o r e f a t h e r s . I t was not e n t e r t a i n m e n t but t h e i r 
way of comm.unicating e f f e c t i v e l y . Our whole H a w a i i a n c u l t u r e , i t s 
l i f e s t y l e s , government, temple c e r e m o n i e s , geneology and i n t e r e s t s 
were p r e s e r v e d i n t h e s e c h a n t s . 



Khen Kawahine gave me her knowledge, she d i d so w i t h t h e s e words 
which long have remained i m p r i n t e d upon my mind. She s a i d , -
" I g i v e you a l l t h a t I have which i s pure and t r u e and a l l t h a t 
now r e m a i n s , f o r t h i s knowledge of s a c r e d r e c o r d s once f l o u r i s h e d 
l i k e a t r e e w^ith many branches from Kaana and extended f a r i n t o 
the c o r n e r s o f our l a n d s . But e v e n t u a l l y the branches w i t h e r e d 
and d i e d and o n l y the aged t r u n k remained. My p r e d e c e s s o r s 
f o r e t o l d of t h i s b r e a k i n g away, and so we ( t h e Kumus) have c a r e f u l l y 
guarded and n u r t u r e d t h e t r u n k of t h i s t r e e . T h i s I g i v e to you. 
The t r u e knowledge of our H a w a i i a n p e o p l e . " 

The h u l a i s the i n s p i r a t i o n t h a t w i l l e n a b l e the Hawaiians to r i s e 
up from the dust,' out of o b s c u r i t y . I t i s the l a s t hope t h a t can 
make us f e e l H a w a i i a n and remember our c u l t u r e and f o r e f a t h e r s . 
The dance w i l l t h u s be the l a s t of our c u l t u r a l s t r o n g - h o l d s t h a t 
may w e l l p r e s e r v e our dying h e r i t a g e . 


