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"I went through a uniki with Bella Koamoa. It was just a presentation.
I graduated as a dancer not a kumu. I studied with Bella for three
years. We went to her house because in those times there was no such
thing as a halau. Halau was not a freely used word like it is today.
It meant a very choice group of people. In a real halau, the students
had to live with the kumu, eat and sleep with the kumu. I believe

only those people can call themselves students of a halau..."

‘Bella Richards
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"I was brought up in an atmosphere where male hula was taught.
This was in the valley of Pelekunu on the east coast of
Molokai. I was born on Oahu but at the age of four months
I was taken back to Molokai. I became interested in the hula
when I was five. I had the opportunity to walk in and out of
the halau and watch the male dancers train. I had three uncles
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who had.a halau so I was permitted entrance. I learned to take

my first steps to the beat of the pahu drum..."

Harriet Ne
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