
E d w a r d I S t u a L o p e ^ 

EtuaLope^as been, teaching huia ou the grounds of Huiihe'e Palace in Kailua-Kona 
sincQ 1984. He named his halau, Halau. Hula Na Fua U'i O Hawai'i. 

I t w a s t h r o u g h L o k e i a n i A n d e r s o n t h a t I m e t U n c l e G e o r g e N a o p e . H e h a d 

come to t e a c h u s to p a ' i for t h e g i r i s i n h e r s h o w . O r i g i n a l l y . I w e n t to L o k e l a n i ' s 

h a l a u to become a T a h i t i a n d r u m r a e r . I w a s f i f t een -years - o ld E i n d m y f i r s t h u l a 

e x p e r i e n c e w a s w a t c h i n g t h e g i r l s dance . 1 j u s t fe l l i n love w i t h t h e h u l a . 

w e n t to H i l o to l e a r n f r o m U n c l e George . T h a t ' s w h e n m y h o t w y ^ A i^y l ^ ^ ^ J l ^ o r t h e 

h u l a began, f v e been w i t h U n c l e George e v e r s i u c e . 

U n c l e George h a d t h e mos t i n f l u e n c e i n m y h u l a . H e t a u g h t m e t h a t I can ' t be 

e x a c t l y l i k e h i m so h e s e n t m e to d i f f e rent t e a c h e r s . B e c a u s e of X l ^ c l e George , I ' v e 

met a lot of very w e l l k n o w n h u l a m a s t e r s . I w a s ab le to take^^^MtiW c l a s s each 

f r o m H e n r y P a , L o k a l i a M o n t g o m e r y , l o l a n i L u a h i n e , E d i t h K a n a k a ' o l e a n d P ' l eanor 

H i r a m H c k e . A u n t y ' l o l a n i d id not t e a c h m e to dance b u t s h e g a v e m e a lot o f t h e 

h i s t o r y . 

F o r four y e a r s , m y h u l a bro ther R a y F o n s s c a a i i d T s p e n t e v e r y w e e k e n d w i t h 

A u n t y ' lo i n K o n a . A t t h a t t i m e s h e w a s t h e c u r a t o r of t h e H u l i h e ' e P a l a c e a n d ahe 

l i v e d i n t h e h o u s e w h e r e t h e g i f t shop i s now, O n S u n d a y w e w o u l d t a k e h e r down to 

h e r Napo'opo'o h o m e a n d spend t h e d a y w i t h h e r . S h e a n d U n c l e G e c r g e d i d o l i , 

b l e s s i n g s a n d o t h e r r i t u a l s . K a y a n d I w e r e a l w a y s a r o u n d . W e g a i n e d a lot of 

k n o w l e d g e b y l i s t e n i n g a n d w a t c h i n g A u n t y To a n d U n c l e George . 

R a y a n d I h a d our ' u n i k i a t F a r r i K g t o n H i g h School i n 1976, T h e d a y o f our 

' t i n i k i w a s v e r y e x c i t i n g . W e w e r e t h e f i r s t two m a l e s to e v e r ' i in i l c i f r om U n c l e , jr\i X 

George . W e m e t h i m a t F a r r i n g t o n ' s a u d i t o r i u m a n d w e se t u p t h e p - J ^ S a c r t h a t 

u a n a 



L a k a w a s going to go oni H e e x p l a i n e d to u s t h e d i f ferent iSSSw. t h a t w e n t on top of 

t h e k u a h u a n d t h e m e a n i n g of each p l a n t . 

I s t i l l t each a n d c a r r y on w h a t U n c l e George t a u g h t me. B u t I feel t h a t I h a v e 

m y o w n s t y l e b e c a u s e I w a s also i n s p i r e d by a n o t h e r m a n t h a t I r e a l l y respect i n 

h u l a , U n c l e H e n r y P a . O u r k u p u n a a r e v e r y impor tant . T h e y a r e t h e source a n d w e 

m u s t go b a c k to t a l k to ttiem. K u m u h u l a m u s t l e a r n f rom t h e m a s t e r s . I f y o u need 

he lp a s a y o u n g k u m u , y o u need to caU t h e m u p to t a l k s t o i y . 

S e e i n g m y g i r l s i n t h e i r cos tumes on s tage i s w o r t h a l l t h e m o n t h s of h E i r d 

w o r k , e v e n i f i t ' s on ly for a five-minute per fo rmance . J u s t to see t h e m on stage arid 

to h e a r t h e aud ience ' s a p p l a u s e for w h a t t h e y h a v e done i s m y r e w a r d . A s a k u m u 

h u l a y o u d e a l w i t h not o n l y y o u r prob l ems b u t also w i t h t h e k e i k i a n d t h e i r prob lems 

a t home . S o m e of t h e c h i l d r e n h a v e a h a r d t i m e a t home a n d i t re f lec ts i n c l a s s . I . 

try to w o r k w i t h t h e m a n d encourage t h e m to do t h e i r best. 

T v e been t e a c h i n g for over seventeen y e a r s . A l t h o u g h I a m not r e a d y to ' l i n i k i 

a n y of m y h a u m a n a , e v e n t u a l l y I w o u l d l i k e to h a v e t h e m go t h r o u g h t h e s a m e 

process t h a t I w e n t t h r o u g h a n d h a v e a n ' u n i k i . I w o u l d expect t h e s a m e t h i n g s from 

t h e m a s m y k u m u expec ted f r om me . 

H o w e v e r , t h i n g s h a v e changed . W h e n w e f i r s t l e a r n e d how to dance , i t w a s 

bas i c ' o lapa . T o d a y w h e n y o u l i s t e n to ho 'opa 'a p l a y t h e ' ipu h e k e , t h e y ' r e j u s t 

s l a p p i n g a w a y . W e h a d de f in i t e beats t h a t w e h a d fxj u s e . I n c o m p a r i s o n t h e h u l a 

k a h i k o of t oday i s v e r y f l amboyant . 



O n e of t h e res isons w h y I dec ided to become a h u l a t e a c h e r i n s t e a d of a 

T a h i t i a n d r u m r a e r i s because 1 love c h i l d r e n . I m a d e m y dec i s i on a n d w e n t into t h e 

h u l a a l l t h e w a y . B e i n g a r o u n d c h i l d r e n m a k e s m e h a p p y . T o m e , t h e c h i l d r e n are 

our f u t u r e . I f w e t each o u r c h i l d r e n right, t h e y a r e going to c a r r y on t h e t r a d i t i o n of 

o u r people. 
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