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K E I T H K A L A N I A K A N A 

A teacher for the Hawaiian hmnersion Program at Waiau Elementary School, Keith 
Kalani Akana iskuma hula. ofKaPaHulaHo'ohenoHawai'i established in 1987. 

A s a c h i l d , I w a s fasc inated by t h e c h a n t i n g of M a h i B e a m e r , ' l o l a n i L u a h i n e 

a n d Hoalto lo i K a m a v t ' u . I n school , I d idn ' t consider m y s e l f a good h u l a dancer and I 

d idn ' t t h i n k I h a d a strong voice s ince I f l u n k e d concert glee. B u t I l i s t ened to the 

c h a n t i n g of H o ' o u l u CHmfe*:a.Richards, A u n t y N o n a Beamei j fand K a l e n a S i l v a a n d 

t h e y became m y models . I t w a s n ' t t a l e n t but^jhard w o r k a n d dedicat ion t h a t 

developed m y voice. ]^^%^&u£cL^^ 

W h e n I w a s a sophomore a t K a m e h a m e h a Schools , I w a s h i r e d , ^ a n a ide for t ^ - ^ c / ^ 

H a w a i i a n l anguage b u t I fhe lped H o oulu,|teach h u l a t o ^ ^ s t u d e g i t s ^ ^ h e ^ ' - ' ^ ^ 

E x p l o r a t i o n s P r o g r a m . I w a s r e a l l y s h y b u t she Htadcme t each . S h e i n g r a i n e d poise 

a n d confidence i n me. W a t c h i n g the effect she h a d on t h e s t u d e n t s s p a i k e d ' m y 

i n t e r e s t i n h u l a as a t e a c h i n g tool to r e a c h c h i l d r e n . 

S h o r t l y a f ter , m y r e l a t i v e ^ P a l a n i K a h a l a , a fel low H a w a i i a n l anguage s tudent^ 

a l k e d me into l e a r n i n g h u l a from h i m . O n e afternoon i n A u n t y N o n a B e a m e r ' s 

room, h e s tar ted t e a c h i n g me the r u d i m e n t s of h u l a . A u n t y N o n a w a s v e r y 

suppor t ive of u s aid^-gave u s access to h e r f i l es and ' c onsu l ta t i ons . S h e even entered 

u s i n a h u l a competit ion a t St . A n d r e w s P r i o r y i n 1974. T h a i ' s w h e r e I f i r s t saw 
wlXiL MA^cuii/VL. £:<^id fi'-^i^irtiO^, 

K a h a ' i Topo l ins ld ' s m e n p e r f o r m ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ \

A f t e r g r a d u a t i n g i n 1975,^1 s a w a n e w s p a p e r ad for h u l a c lasses f rom K a P a 

H u l a H a w a i ' i . ^ i l s igned upjl^nd t r a v e l e d a l l t h e w a y to t h e W a i a h o l e P o i F a c t o r y 
V — -

w h e r e t h e c lasses w e r e h e l d . K a h a ' i h a s been m y k u m u ever s ince . 

K a h a ' i e n g r a i n e d i n me the love for t h e t r a d i t i o n s of h u l a ; p a r t i c u l a r l y how i t ' s 

passed down f rom k u m u to k u m u andAfamily . I w a s espec ia l ly touched by h i s 

t r e a t m e n t of h i s f a m i l y c h a n t s . I could see t h e d i re c t t i e between k u m u , f a m i l y a n d 



^ l^cruh)^ H-^^cx^^ 

t h e past . B e c a u s e as a h i s t o i y buff, h e b r i n g s a great knowledge to each of h i s h u l a . ^-^^-^^ 

H e touched not only t h e emot ional b u t t h e i n t e l l e c t u a l cord w i t h i n m e . / 

I h a d w h a t the } ' c a l l a huelepo ceremony. I t w a s a p r i v a t e a n d s m a l l ceremony 

h e l d a t noon. I t w a s at tended b} ' K a h a ' i , t h e f a m i l y a n d myse l f . W e h a d those 

spec ia l 'ailolo foods, c h a n t i n g a n d pule . I observed a k a p u per iod p r i o r to t h e 

p e r f o r m a n c e tes t a n d / a s m a l l p a ' i n a . 

K a h a ' i w a s ver j - g rac ious . H e a l l owed m e to t a k e w o r k s h o p s f rom other 

people, r ^ t t e m i e d A u n t } ' E d i t h K a n a k a ' o i o ' s v>rorkshop3,^aiid a t the s ^ i e ^ k i i e , I 

^"•^z s t a r t e d t a k i n g c h a n t i n g lessons f rom K a l e n a S i l v a . A l s o I l e a r n e d f rom A u n t y E d i t h 

l y f<f^'^ M c K i n z i e w h e n e v e r s h e conducted w o r k s h o p s for t h e Sta te C o u n c i l on H a w a i i a n 

t ^ ^ ^ e r i t a g e . ^ ^ ^ A 

J.A ^ don't l i k e the teno h u l a k a h i k o . W e a l w a y s u s e d t h e w o r d h u l a o lapa i n our 

h a l a u . H u l a k a h i k o t e c h n i c a l l y m e a n s "old h u l a " a n d I don't l i k e s tereotyping h u l a 

a s be ing someth ing old. T h e I l a w a i i a - n s h a d a n a m e for e v e r y h u l a by i t s type a n d 

s t y l e / H u l a noho, h u l a ' u h ' u l i , h u l a p a h u , h u l a ' a 'a lapapa , a n d so on. A h u l a person 

teiS I n k n o w a l l t h e s e k i n d s of h u l a . So h u l a k a h i k o i s a broad t e r m t h a t i s not 

l i n g u i s t i c a l l y correct a n d I t h i n k i t ' s too s t i f l ing because i t doesn't account for t h e 

. t r a d i t i o n a l k i n d s of h u l a a n d for h u l a t h a t w e need to b r a n c h off into . 
WWW ^ frr yri 

tU- • s X ^ for tunate to rece ive a. scholarship/) i n H a w a i i a n language f r o n l t h e J 

IS 'rriTersi^Miiliiawai^i. I s a w h u i a a n d c i i a n t a s a v e h i c l e to r e a c h t h e H a w a i i a n 
V '-'-^ <• J,,,,", yA*^. 

y o u t h but language i s w h a t t ied i t a l l together. A U J h a v e to do i s u s e knowledge 6 ' ^ 9 ' T ? « < I ' 

, " — f ) A??*^ 

^ n d a b i l i t i e s i n l a n g u a g e to e x p l a i n to t h e s t u d e n t s t h e s tor ies brought a l i v e t h r o u g h Aailc^^^ 

t h e h u l a . H u l a gave me a n a r e n a to i n t e r n a l i z e a n d r u m i n a t e on t h e m e a n i n g , 

k a o n a a n d language . 

T h e r e a r e four i m p o r t a n t t h i n g s to become a success fu l k u m u h u l a . F i r s t , 

l anguage i s t h e k e y for a n y a s p i r i n g k u m u h u l a . Y o u n g people h a v e a n advantage 

because they can decide ear ly un to l e a r n the language . Secondly , w h e t h e r they ' u n i k i 



or not, t h e y need a k u m u or a mentor to t u r n to. T h a t ' s w h y w e h a v e t h e w o r d k u m u , 

m e a n i n g t h e source. I f a person doesn't h a v e a k u m u or a mentor , t h e y ' r e going to 

f lounder. T h i r d l y , a young k u m u h a s to develop a s ty l e a n d c r e a t i v e l y develop 

someth ing u n i q u e t h a t mcilves h i m / h e r a l i t t l e d i f ferent . A n d l a s t l y , e v e r y k u m u h a s 

to h a v e a n d presei-ve the t r a d i t i o n of t h e i r h a l a u . I f I t each a dance f rom m y h a l a u , 

i t ' s m y obl igation to teach the exact w a y I l e a r n e d t h e dance . 

T h a t m y k u m u i s sa t i s f i ed a n d approves of w h a t I do i s a n a c compl i shmen t . 

G r a d u a t i o n i s one w a y t h a t the k u m u acknowledges t l i e s tudent . A n y o n e can 

graduate i f th&y put on a good show, but t h e proof i s i f you can cont inue to please 

y o u r k u m u . I f I d idn ' t do i h at , then there ' s r e a l l y no sense of me even cont inu ing . 

I h a v e m } ' m a s t e r s degree a n d soon I w o u l d l i k e to s t a r t on m y doctorate. B u t 

I can t r u t h f u l l y s a y , of a l l the f ormal W e s t e r n s t y l e educat ion t h a t I ' v e h a d , there ' s 

g r e a t e r sa t i s fa c t i on i n the f o rmal t r a d i t i o n a l g r a d u a t i o n a n d t r a i n i n g of h u l a . 

T h e r e ' s a lot more pr ide , a lot more sat i s fac t ion . Y o u rece ive m u c h more t h a n you 

c a n ever g ive . I ' v e come to the j -eal izat ion you cannot compare a degree w i t h w h a t 

you r e a l l y get from the h u l a w h i c h i s the p r i d e of k n o w i n g t h a t you a r e cont inuing a 

t r a d i t i o n . 
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