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E d i t o r 
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Honolulu, Hawai'i 

96302 

Dear E d i t o r ; 

On March 16, 2000 your newspaper p r i n t e d an a r t i c l e by C y n t h i a 01 
e n t i t l e d " S h a k i n ' - c r a d ition " about P a t r i c k Makuakane and how " S u l a 
looks to the f u t u r e , " Mark K e a l i ' i Hoomalu was quoted i n the a r t i c l e 
as staying, " I t ' s not what them damn t r a d i t i o n a l i s t s say i s t r a d i t i o n a l , 
but as f a r as t h e a t e r , i t i s b e a u t i f u l . ' * He was, of course, r e f e r r i n g 
to the show put on by P a t r i c k Kakuakane but as a *'damn t r a d i t i o n a l i s t , " 
I would l i k e to say a few t h i n g s . 

Hoomelu summed h i s p o i n t of view a l l up when he s a i d , "We l i v e i n 
America, We can go and have a good- time." I t ' s arrogant a t t i t u d e s 
l i k e these t h a t have no p l a c e i n the t r u e , -Hawaiian h u l a , T h i s shows 
ir^e t h a t Mark Hootnalu and o t h e r s l i k e him ( e s p e c i a l l y i n the younger 
g e n e r a t i o n ) never had the proper, t r a d i t i o n a l h u l a t r a i n i n g t h a t one 
r e a l l y needs to go through i n o r d e r to have a genuine r e s p e c t f o r 
the t r a d i t i o n t h a t h u l a i s deeply rooted i n . With h u l a t h a t i s proper 
and a u t h e n t i c , one cannot go and do anything you want. There are 
d e f i n i t e r u l e s as to what you can and cannot do i n the h u l a and t h e r e 
a r e reasonings behind the r u l e s . R e a l h u l a takes on a whole c i f f e r e n t 
mind s e t and s a t of a t t i t u d e s t h a t are c o n t r a r y to American a t t i t u d e s . 
A Hawaiian ch i n k s and a c t s d i f f e r e n t l y froti a w e s t e r n e r , the t i t l e of 
kumu hula, gets thrown around and passed on everywhere upon aiyone 
these days. Most of these "kumti hula" do not even speak Hawaiian, do 
not thoroughly know Hawaiian customs and e t i q u e t t e , and have v e r y 
I d r t l e or nothing i n t h e i r reperl»Lre of t r a d i t i o n a l Hawaiian chant and 
dance c i a t e r i a l t h a t has been handied down, i n t a c t , f o r g e n e r a t i o n s . I n 
t h i s l i g h t , we a l l should have a l o t more s c r u t i n y when we r e a d or see 
sociething having to do w i t h the h u l a . 

Hoomalu a l s o says t h a t "hula masters f a r back were slammed, too. f o r 
t h i n g s they changed along the way." How does he know2 He does not 
come from a t r a d i t i o n a l background. I t has to be remembered t h a t the 
way t h a t the hula was taught i n Chose f a r back times was d i f f e r e n t . 
Today, the r e l i g i o u s a s p e c t s of h u l a a r e e i t h e r non-existent,, tokenly 
p r a c t i c e d or g r o s s l y a l t e r e d . V/hen h u l a was a t r u e r e l i g i o n (and t h a t 
was even done w e l l i n t o the 20th c e n t u r y ) , t h e r e was an acxos:s-the-
board code c f r e s p e c t and honor t h a t was adhered to by a l l hi:.la 
s chools . T h i s i s d i f f e r e n t today where h u l a i s a commereialis^ed b u s i ­
ness and many h u l a t e a c h e r s are t r a i n i n g competitors r a t h e r t::han r e a l 
dancers. 

I t I s a shame to see the h u l a get lower and lower everyday. Hi w i s h 
t h a t the media would devote t h e i r space more to Che r e a l , reiiipectable 



1 may be reached at 988-7353, 


