
I look a t hula i n a very t r a d i t i o n a l way, embracing our 

Hawaiian c u l t u r e and our h e r i t a g e . 

I b e l i e v e t h a t the Kumu Hula of today need to express t h e i r 

c r e a t i v i t y i n a modern s e t t i n g . I a l s o b e l i e v e t h a t they need to 

remember and re s p e c t the past even though they may l a c k the 

understanding of Hawaiian thought p a t t e r n s , because without 

t r a d i t i o n there i s no strong foundation. When a Kumu begins to 

a l t e r the mele or hula moi'ements, the Kumu begins to l o s e what 

was once p a r t of a t r a d i t i o n . 

I began hula with Maiki Aiu Lake a t age 25 when I was i n 

sea r c h of a hula school f o r my three daughters so t h a t they could 

l e a r n not only the dance but a l s o a p a r t of t h e i r Hawaiian c u l t u r e 

as w e l l . T h i s was the beginning of my love a f f a i r with hula and an 

a s s o c i a t i o n with Maiki which l a s t e d 23 ye a r s . 

There was a required d i s c i p l i n e to belong to t h i s halau. 

Maiki had a method of teaching her auana c l a s s e s c a l l e d 

" D e s c r i p t i v e or I n t e r p r e t i v e Hula" t h a t had to do with a l l of these 

s e n s e s . . . . " e v e r y t h i n g you see, f e e l , t a s t e , touch, and s m e l l " . She 

knew how to brin g hula to l i f e . A few of us were p r i v i l e g e d i n the 

e a r l y 1960's to l e a r n the hula kahiko which was p a r t of our 

r e p e r t o i r e f o r p u b l i c performances. 

I l e f t my teacher i n 1970 f o r a r e s t , but i n s t e a d on the 

urging of a f r i e n d found myself with Hoakalei Kamau'u's halau. 

T h i s would be of short term f o r Hoakalei t o l d me two years l a t e r 

t h a t I had to r e t u r n to a s s i s t ray teacher with the graduate 

'Olapa/Ho'opa'a of 1972 who needed an a d d i t i o n a l year of t r a i n i n g 



to be completed as Kumu Hula. I n the 60's no one questioned the 

kumu hula, you j u s t obeyed and did as you were t o l d . I returned 

i n 1973 and remained with Maiki u n t i l her pa s s i n g i n 1984. I was 

t o l d by my kumu to be a sponge and to absorb a l l t h a t she had to 

share — which included among other things r e s p e c t of e l d e r s , 

a t t i t u d e , programming, costuming, and the weaving of l e i s . 

I became her f i r s t kokua kumu i n 1973 a f t e r r e c e i v i n g my 

s t a t u s as kumu. During t h i s i n t e r i m I learned the three r i t u a l s 

f o r hula ' u n i k i : the Hu'elepo, the Midnight, and the ' A i l o l o 

Ceremonies. I have performed these r i t u a l s f o r my students 

r e s p e c t i v e l y as they graduated from 1985 through 1994. 

I teach hula i n my home i n Kane'ohe, the s i t e chosen by my 

kumu hula. My mission i n hula has been accomplished and I have 

f u l f i l l e d the promise I made to Maiki on June 13, 1984, a few days 

before her pa s s i n g , t h a t I would open my school and pass on her 

t r a d i t i o n and mannerisms to include the r i t u a l s of ' u n i k i . 

I b e l i e v e t h a t , the Hula Kahiko i s the only way to r e f l e c t on 

our kupuna and th a t the "Hula Renaissance" we are s t i l l 

e x p e riencing i s a red i s c o v e r y of those deep roots. 

"Without t r a d i t i o n a l ways we have no foundation f o r the hula 
kahiko. . .therefore a Kumu must work hard a t p r e s e r v i n g what was 
handed down from one generation to another". 

H.H. Kukalehuaika'ohu 
Mae Kamamalu K l e i n 



pauku 'cksfii 
O h a n a u Ka h o n u a , a m o l e k a h o n u a . ' 
O k o l o k o l o k c a ' a , ka well o k a honua. 
O l an i we l t k a h o n u a , o lanl ' I ' T . 
O holo pu" k a m o l e , Q ' u ' i n a k c a ' a . 
O h a l e k a p o u I o w a k a ( l o n u a . 
O pa l i n u " u k a h o n u a , a k e a k a h o n u a , 
O h o n u a k i J , o h o n u a no l t o k a l i o n u a , 
O h o n u a l e w a , o h o n u a p a ' a k a h o n u a , 
K a h o n u a i l a l o , I lalo n u ' u k a h o n u a . 
O h o n u a a K e a , n a K e a k a t i o n u a . 
O hoFiua a P a p a , n a P a p a k a h o n u a . 
' O l a h o ' i , "o ka h o n u a , h a n a n u k a l i o n u a . 
O hatiau ka moku a k u p u , 
A l a u , a l o a , a a ' a , a m u ' o , a l i k o . 
K a moku ia luna o H a w a l ' l . 
' O H a w a i ' i nei no k a moku. 
He pulGwa ka ' a i n a , he n a k a H a w a f l , 
E l e w a w a l e a n a n o i k a l a n i l e w a , 
H a n o u m a i e W a k e a , p a h a n o i a . 
M a l i e ' i k e a k a m o k u m e k a h o n u a , 
P a ' a " l a l e w a l an i i k a l i m a " a k a u o W a k e a , 
P a " a H a w a i ' i , l a " a H a w a i ' i , ' i k e a he m o k u . 
0 h a n a u k e ao , o h i k i a ' e . 
O "o i i i a ' e ke a o , o h i k i a ' e . 
O m o k u p a w a ko a o , o h i k i a ' e . 
O a k a ' u l a k e a o , o h i k i a ' e . 
O m o a k a k a k e ao m a l a ' c . 
O m e m e l e k a ' o p u a he l a ' l . 
O ' o p u a n u i , u l i k a " o p u a h i w a h i w a , 
O h i w a h i w a k a ' o p u a l an i ' e l e , 
' E l e ' e l e k a i an i h u h u l u w e o , 
L a n i ' e K a ' e k a h a ' e l e ' c l e , 
H a k o n a , h a k u m a , h a k u m a k u m a , 
' O k e a o n u i m a u h e ' e u a k a l a . 
E h o ' o w i l i w i l i a n a e h a n a u , 
* 0 l a h o ' I , ' o k e a o , h a n a u k e ao . 

ppuhu 'clua 
O k e a u k a po , o k e a u l l p o l i p o , 
0 k a l i p o , o k a l i p o l i p o 
H u l i k a l a n i , h u l l k a l i o n u a . 
' O H o a k a l e i k a h o k u , k a h o k u m a ' a m a ' a m a . 
"O H o a k a l e i ko k u k u i , 
K e k u k u i _ m a i a m a ! a m a o k a k a h i a k a . 
N a wa r l a k e i a l e h u a ? 
' O k e a l i ' l "o K a l o k o h a n a h o u . 
1 h a n a u no K a i n i u m a P u n a , 
I k a n a l u k a p u k a i o P e l e , 
i j<e o n e u l i , i k e o n e u l l l o a . 
' O P u n a h a l e i ' O l a ' a k a e w e . 
' O ke k e i k i po i an i I te ia a " o h u i h a n a u ' i a . 
H o ' i ' l a m o k a ' a p a p a n e i ke o n e . 
I k e o n e o K a k u h i h e w a m a K a l o k o h a n a h o u . 
E kanu a n a ' o K a h a k u I k a 'apapane 
A e p e ' e ana i k a "ohu m a i k a l an i l a . 
'O ka Ichua a kupu, 
A lau, a loa, a a'a, a m u ' o , a l i k o . 
E o l a n c i l 

pauku 'ekolu 
M a i k a p i ' i n a l a i H a ' e h a ' e 
A_ [ k a m o l e p a ' a o L o l i u a 
K u k a l e h u a I k a ' o l i u 
! k a p a e p o h a k u . 
0 k e k a h u a h a l e h o u . 
M a i h u l i i k a m a ' a i n a n o . 
N a ' u i k a n u i k a m a l a h o u , 
K e ' a l a o n a o n a i k a ' u m a i l e 
1 k a m a l u k u k u i m e k a l i k o l e h u a . 
N a ' u k e i a , n a u k e n a , n a l a k o u ke la " . 

psuku^ 'eha 
K u m a k o u k a l e i p o k i ' i . 
O u a a o ^ i o w o o 1 k a m a l a 
A ' e a ' e l a k a m u ' o l a u l a n i 
H o ' o u l u i k a l a n i o l a k a h o n u a . 
K u k a h a l a ' i K a l o k o h a n a h o u . 
A k u p u , a l a u , a mu_^o, a l i k o a m o h a l a . 
K a l u h e a k a m a i l e n a l e i o K a m a . 
K a l e h u a l a u a m e k e k u k u i i ( u n a l a e . 
L u k a h u a i K a m a k a n i L e i ' o h u . 
U a kahuna a k a ' a u m a i l a 
M e h e l a u a a m a n o l a . 
L e w a i u k a a l e w a i k a i 
N o k a m o l e o k a l e h u a . 
U a ' i k e a u a n o a . 

pauku ^clima 
K u k a l e h u a i k i , K u _ k a l e h u a n u i 
K u k a l e h u a l o a , K u k a I c h u a p o k e 
K u K u k a l e h u a i k a ' o h u , k u ! 
K u k a n o ' e a u i k i , K u k a n o ' e a u n u i 
K u k a n o ' e a u l o a , K u k a no 'e^au p o k e 
K u H a l a u H u l a K a N o ' e a u , k u l 
K u k a u a n o e i k i , K u k a u a n o e n u i 
K u k a u a n o e l o a , K u k a u a n o e p o k o 
K u U l u w e h i k a I i k o ] e h u a i k a u a n o e , k u l 
K u k a m a l u i k i , K u _ k a m a l u n u i 
K u k a m a l u l o a , K u k a m a l u p o k o 
K u K a m a l u o l e l i u a , k u ! 
K u k a m a m o i k i , K u k a m a n i o n u i 
K u k a m a m o l o a , K u k a m a m o p o k o 
K u K a m a m o l i k o l e h u a , k u l 
K u k a ' l u i k i , K u k a ' i u n u i 
Ku k a ' i u l o a , K u k a ' i u pol^o 
K u K a l e h u a k i e k i c i k a ' i u , k u ! 
K u k e a l a i k i , K i J k e a l a n u i 
K u k e a l a l o a , K U k e a l a p o k o 
K u K c a l a l e h u a , K u ! 
K u k a ' a p a p a n o i k i , K u _ k a ' a p a p a n e n u i 
K u k a ' a p a p a n e l o a , K u k a ' a p a p a n e p o k o 
K u K a l e h u a ' a p a p a n e o k a ' a u , k u l 
K u p u a l e i i k i , K u p u a l e i n u i 
K u p u a l e i l o a , K i l p u a l e i p o k o 


