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E l l e n Ku'uleialohapoina'ole Puka'ikapuaokalani Smith C a s t i l l o has 
taught hula i n K a i l u a s i n c e 1960. 

My grandmother's mother was a hula kapu,her name was Puka'i , and 
when I went to research about the name I found t h a t the f u l l name 
was Puka'ikapuaokalani and i s ' the name of my halau. 
I s t a r t e d to dance hula around nine years old ,Aunty B e l l a Richards 
was my f i r s t teacher,she used to teach a t her home r i g h t i n her yard 
I learned mostly auana , I only l e a r n b a s i c kahiko l i k e Kawika. I 
was w i t h aunty B e l l a f o r about 15 years/iwent to other worshops and 
to me her s t y l e i s d i f f e r e n t from others,Igraduated i n 1958. I l e f t 
aunty B e l l a to branch out on my own. My kahiko com^s from aunty L a n i 
Kalama,becaase I was very much i n t o auana , I had a hard time to get 
acquainted to k a h i k o , I a l s o took chanting from Aunty"Lani.and I took 
worshops from George Holokai. 
My joy i s to see my students perforined on stage because when they are 
rehearsing i t i s work,but when they f i n a l l y performed on s t a g e , i t i s a 
joy to see the f i n i s h product. That makes the beauty of the Hula, i t 
motivates you .1 t r y to t e l l my c h i l d r e n to s t r i v e f o r t h e i r best,to 
get i n t o Hawaiana,the language,I myself think i t i s such a great l o s t 
to have l o s t our language.My kupuna did not speak a word of e n g l i s h so 
we grew up speking hawaian,and to day I l o s t it,my goal to day i s to 
bring i t back a l i v e . 
Hula has change such a great deal .But I think i t i s f o r the bad and 
the good,it depends of the in d i v i d u a l . K a h i k o f o r me i s the dance of 
old , I do not l i k e to smile i n my k a h i k o , i t i s s t r a i g h t . I love auana 
To me I am s t i l l l e a r n i n g . I als o teach t a h i t i a n and maori i n my halau 
and I r e a l l y got t h i s from Aunty B e l l a . 


