
Ilo'pno'.'ip R.'iii'li, ();IIIM':- f i r s t MacmJamia Nut Orchard, has a s i g n i f i c a n t 

[>ia(:.o i n uw l i f p . I was horn thoro i n 1950, and r a i s e d i n H o n o u l i u l i , a 

towTi ncitod for th<- 1 lima flnwor fanns. At the tender age of s i x , I e n r o l l e d 

i n Auntie Ku'ulei ("lark's hnia c l a s s at Hans L'orange Park i n Waipahu. 

The a r t of hula f a s c i n a t e d me as T continued to watch the o l d e r g i r l s 

dance, 'llie u n i t y and aloha s p i r i t they expressed gave me the i n c e n t i v e to 

work h a r d e r , as 1 t i e s i r c d to Ix^ as good as they. 1 d i d not r e a l i z e then the 

impact h u l a would have i n my l i f e . 

My e t h n i c h e r i t a g e of Malaysian, F i l i p i n o , C h i n e s e , E n g l i s h and F r e n c h , 

motivated me to l e a r n v a r i e d Polynesian and A s i a n dances such as T a h i t i a n 

and F i l i p i n o . 

As a teenager, my mother was i n s t r u m e n t a l i n enhancing my i n t e r e s t i n 

dancing. F^ememhering my e a r l y t r a i n i n g y e a r s , mother helped me to be aware 

of how v i t a l i t was to p r o j e c t ' t h e i n n e r beauty of a mele ( d a n c e ) . She 

encouraged me to flow with each mana'o so that the s t o r y would be f e l t as 

we 11 as viewed. 

I a u d i t i o n e d for P o l y n e s i a n shows that paved the way f o r t r a v e l to 

the mainland and abroad. Chosen as a lead dancer was a p r i v i l e g e f o r me to 

r e p r e s e n t Hawai'i in t h i r t y s t a t e s . I t a l s o i ncluded a tour to T a h i t i w i t h 

a F i l i p i n o group c a l l e d the KAISAHAN DANCE CX)MPANY. 

Returning to the i s l a n d s , 1 danced i n the Luau shows i n W a i k i k i f o r 

L e l n a ' a l a Simrnerson. Noolani Cypriano was our drummer, and Leimomi Ho our 

l i n e c a p t a i n . 

Ln 1970, an a u d i t i o n was h e l d for an i n t e r n a t i o n a l revue. F o r t u n a t e l y 

the P o l y n e s i a n and Asian t r a i n i n g that I r e c e i v e d gave me an advantage f o r 

being s e l e c t e d . A few i s l a n d g i r l s were c o n t r a c t e d w i t h other dancers from 

the mainland. S e v e r a l were I'olynesian i n appearance but were r a i s e d on the 

mainland with a mixed c u l t u r e of Mexican and Indonesian d e s c e n t . T h e i r 

t r a i n i n g a l s o inclurled J a z 7 , Mid-F-astern, Hawaiian, Maori, T a h i t i a n , and 

Indonesian dances. 

Our flef^lication and d i s c i p l i n e under the d i r e c t i o n of Kimo Mansfield 



w.-t;; a c h n ) I f-n/n. We harl t o ndhf^re to s t r i c t r u l e s in appearance, manners and . 

o v e r a l l conduct. For heiiii; a hula dancer was very s i ) e c i a l . 

Hie iN'ri'RNVVrrONAF R!-VUt: opened at the Rovai llavv'aiian Hotel, i n the Monarch 

Roodi w i t h lli'^ hula a s the main a t t r a c t i o n . Kimo Kahoano a f i r e k n i f e dancer, 

was a l s o my hnla p a r t n e r . Marlene S a i was the f e a t u r e d female s i n g e r . 

A f t e r the Royal Hawaiian, 1 was o f f e r e d to do a two week promotion for 

American I'ro ' n d o n t l,inps on t h e PRFSTF^FNT r.lJ'VFIANI). 'Oiis promotion developed 

in t o n coMiiiii tiiKMit vvhich l a s t e d n e a r l y throe y e a r s , l l i e opportunity to t r a v e l 

ahrf)ad again became a r e a l i t y . F r a v e l i n g to e x o t i c c o u n t r i e s such as Japan, 

Hon>; Kong, Taiwan, ' i b a i l a n r l , Sins;aporG, P h i l i p p i n e s , Borneo, I n d i a , A f r i c a , 

l^eru, C h i l i , A r g e n t i n a , A l c a p u l c o , B r a z i l , C«anada, T a h i t i and New Zealand 

brought rewanling memories and g r a t i f y i n g i n s i g h t of t h e i r c u l t u r e . Exposure 

in eacli of these c o u n t r i e s helped to p e r f e c t and r e i n f o r c e what 1 a l r e a d y 

had l e a r n e d . 

llie A r t of Hula i s recognized throughout the world for i t i s a dance form 

as well as the h i s t o r y of our Kupuna, T h e i r mana'o was transformed through 

sonj£,s and dances w i t h i n our lx)dy and s o u l as a way of communication. I t i s a l s o 

a way of e x p r e s s i n g our c u l t u r a l h e r i t a g e , the wealth of our Hawaiian I s l a n d s 

which makes us so unic|ue. I n the I s l a n d s , u n c o n d i t i o n a l love i s shared through 

Ihe h u l a haumana where mental and p h y s i c a l d i s c i p l i n e a r e o b t a i n e d . Respect 

and l o y a l t y a r e t r a d i t i o n s and v a l u e s v i t a l i n our c u l t u r e . Only i n Hawai'i, 

a m u l t i t u d e of e t h n i c c u l t u r e i s a b l e to accept the d i f f e r e n c e s i n peace and 

harmony. 'Hiis I s t r u l y the meaning of ALOHA! I am honored to have the 

o p p o r t u n i t y to share t h i s a r t of Hawai'i and \  p a r t of the Hawaiian R e n a i s s a n c e . 

One day T was asked to teach a few young g i r l s the hapa haole h u l a . These 

l i t t l e g . i r i s brought t h e i r f r i e n d s and before I r e a l i z e d i t , the c l a s s i n c r e a s e d 

tremendously. T h e i r eagerness to l e a r n was so r e f r e s h i n g , t h i s brought back 

memories of my c h i l d h o o d . I was t h r i l l e d to watch the progress of my haumana. 

'1WA1.ANI SCHOOL OF DANCE, o r i g i n a t e d i n August 1974. I h e love and support 

from maiiy Kumu Hula i n s p i r e d me. I c o n s i d e r myself a dance i n s t r u c t o r r a t h e r 

tiian a Knmu ii n l a Ix^cause of the v a r i e t y of dances that are taught a t the s c h o o l . 

Others have c a l l e d me Kumu Hula and I f e l t honored by such a compliment. 

r would l i k e to acknowledge my t e a c h e r . Uncle George Naope for being my 

i n s p i r a t i o n and mentor; and to a dear f r i e n d , Kimo Alama, who u n s e l f i s h l y 

continur\'^: lo sliare h i s o x p e r t i s e , mana'o and encouragement; and to many o t h e r s 

who have h'dped me in a t t a i n i n g my g o a l . 

1 enjoy being a r e s o u r c e t e a c h e r , s p e c i a l i z i n g i n Pan P a c i f i c w i t h the 

Leeward D i s t r i i t Hawaiian S t u d i e s Program, under the Department of E d u c a t i o n . 



I h'lvr' iiiiich I ' l sh.-n-c kiinwi IT,,', our H a w a i i a n heri Lage w i l l . 1x? perpetuatec! w i t h 

p)']'\i' ' i i >',] I i t \'. 

Mv h u s l n i K i , lpit\ht"ii [ ' - . ' ' i i . u n d p r s t a n d s an̂ î a c c e p t s my corrfnitment. He 

i;ives m e st reiirj.h t h m n - h hi--; love and fXisitive outlook. T h i s has brought 

ha|>pinpss in m\ lite a-- I r^rideaver to a c c o m p l i s h g o a l s of s h a r i n g my talents 

wi Lli ol h e r s . 

I thank Ihe Lord W ;:ns for His g u i d a n c e . For w i t h o u t [lim, I would not 

h a v e been '-n h b ^ s ' : r H i . 


