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(CAN VOU G I V E ME T H E NAME VOU WANT IN T H E B O O K ? ) C e c i l i a 

K a w a i o k a w a ' a w a ' a A k i m . ( A R E VOU T E A C H I N G P R E S E N T L V ? ) Ves. ( W H E R E ? ) 

I 'm t e a c h i n g w i t h A u n t y H o a k a i e i up a t Nu 'uanu day c a r e c e n t e r . ( W H A T ' S 

T H E AGE OF VOUR S T U D E N T S ? ) She ha s c l a s s e s w i t h p r e - s c h o o l e r s , young 

t e e n s , and a c l a s s w i t h a d u l t s . (HOW MANV DAVS A W E E K ? ) T h e y a l l have 

c l a s s e s once a w e e k . (AND DO VOU T E A C H D I R E C T L V W I T H AUNTV H O A K A L E I 

OR BV V O U R S E L F ? ) S o m e t i m e s w i t h he r , s o m e t i m e s by m y s e l f f o r he r , 

depend ing on h o w l a r g e t he c l a s s i s . (DO VOU T E A C H BOTH KAH IKO AND 

A U A N A ? ) V e r y s e l d o m auana . M o s t l y t he kah i ko . (HOW MANV V E A R S H A V E 

VOU BEEN T E A C H I N G ? ) L e t ' s s e e , o v e r t w e n t y y e a r s now. I t ' s p r obab l y 

go ing on 2 1 , 2 2 y e a r s . (AND VOU'VE A L W A V S BEEN W I T H AUNTV H O A K A L E I ? ) 

Vea. 

( A T WHAT AGE DID VOU F I R S T L E A R N H U L A ? ) I w a s b e t w e e n t h r e e 

and f ou r . ( CAN VOU T E L L ME ABOUT VOUR F I R S T T E A C H E R ? ) T h a t w a s 

A u n t y l o l a n i L u a h i n e . ( W H E R E DID SHE T E A C H VOU?) I t h i n k t h a t w a s t he 

K i n g S t r e e t s t u d i o , o r s o m e w h e r e a round t h e r e . My mom took me so I 'm 

not s u r e e x a c t l y w h e r e i t w a s . I r e m e m b e r s e e i n g t he bu i l d i n g . I w a s too 



young then . (VOU S T A V E D W I T H HER UNT I L WHEN ? ) I s t a y e d w i t h h e r u n t i l 

s he , t h a t w a s t h e f i r s t t i m e she r e t i r e d f r o m t e a c h i n g and moved back to 

Kona , so t h a t w a s s o m e w h e r e m a y b e f o r about 5 o r 6 y e a r s . (HOW DID VOU 

L E A R N ? BV VOURSELF OR W I T H O T H E R S ? ) I t w a s w i t h Other people. I w a s 

i n a c l a s s w i t h t he o t h e r g i r l s w e r e a n y w h e r e f r o m 8 to 2 0 y e a r s o l d e r 

t h a n me. (SO SHE HAD A L L T H E G I R L S MIXED IN A G E ? ) No. She had t h e m i n 

d i f f e r e n t age g roups , but w i t h me she j u s t had me dance w i t h a l l of t hem, 

(DID VOU L E A R N ONLV K A H I K O ? ) No. 1 l e a r n e d k a h i k o and auana. We 

l e a r n e d " L i t t l e B r o w n G a l " and " H u k i l a u " , t h i n g s l i k e t h a t , and t h a t w a s 

m o r e f o r l e a r n i n g hand m o t i o n s and j u s t be ing a l i t t l e g r a c e f u l r a t h e r t h a n 

s t i f f , be ing s o f t e r . (D ID VOU L E A R N OLI A T T H E SAME T I M E ? ) Ves. B e c a u s e 

a l l of t he h u l a noho t h a t w e l e a r n e d . A u n t y lo made u s l e a r n ou r c h a n t s a t 

t he s a m e t i m e . (CAN VOU R E C A L L HER METHODS ? ) I t w a s v e r y r e p e t i t i o u s . 

We w o u l d go o v e r and o v e r and over . (D ID SHE H A V E MEN?) ! don 't 

r e m e m b e r be ing i n a c l a s s w i t h m e n but ! r e m e m b e r w h e n w e d id s h o w s 

t h e r e w e r e m e n t h a t w e r e a l s o p a r t of t he s h o w , t hey d id t h e i r n u m b e r s . 

So I don ' t k n o w i f s h e t a u g h t t h e m . I don ' t t h i n k so b e c a u s e t h e y w e r e l i k e 

U n c l e George H o l o k a i , U n c l e George Na 'ope, T o m H iona ; t hey w e r e a l s o 

t e a c h e r s . T h e s h o w s t h a t w e d i d , t h e y w e r e p a r t of i t . ( B U T VOUR 

C L A S S E S DID NOT INCLUDE MEN?) No. 



( CAN VOU R E C A L L A S P E C I A L CHANT T H A T VOU LEARNED WHEN VOU 

WERE VOUNG?) I w o u l d have to p i c k on " A i a l a "o P e l e " . T h e r e a s o n f o r t h a t 

I S I d anced w i t h h e r and t h e n s he r e t i r e d one t i m e ; s he c a m e back , t w e n t 

back to he r ; s h e r e t i r e d aga in , in b e t w e e n t h a t I danced w i t h o t h e r 

t e a c h e r s and t h e n I f r e e l a n c e d a f t e r t h a t , w h e n I got o lder . And t h e n w h e n 

A u n t y H o a k a i e i w a s w i t h t he S t a t e F o u n d a t i o n on C u l t u r e t he A r t s and 

s he s t a r t e d t h o s e c l a s s e s I w e n t back w i t h A u n t y H o a k a i e i , And I s h o c k e d 

m y s e l f a f t e r h a v i n g , o r not h a v i n g danced any of t h o s e o ld n u m b e r s f o r , I 

t h i n k I f i g u r e d out l i k e 12 y e a r s I had not done t h o s e k a h i k o n u m b e r s . And 

A u n t y H o a k a i e i s t a r t e d going o v e r a l l t he f u n d a m e n t a l h u l a s , " K a w i k a " , 

" L i l i ' u " , "U l u no w e o " ( ? ) , and I r e m e m b e r e d t ho se . T h o s e w e r e a l l r i g h t 

b e c a u s e I c o n t i n u e d danc i n g t h o s e t h rough t he y e a r s . B u t t he one t h a t ! 

had not danced f o r a l o t of y e a r s w a s " A i a L a 0 P e l e " , and w h e n s h e s t a r t e d 

do ing t h a t i t w a s j u s t a u t o m a t i c , i t c a m e back. (SO IT W A S ONE T H A T 

S T U C K IN VOUR MIND A L L T H I S T I M E ? ) I t j u s t s t u c k t h e r e , i t w a s t h e r e . 

( I T REMINDED VOU OF H E R ? ) I t r e m i n d e d me of A u n t y lo. And t hen A u n t y 

H o a k a l e i ' s m e t h o d of t e a c h i n g i s t h e s a m e a s A u n t y lo ' s . So f o r me i t w a s 

l i k e I w a s r i g h t back to be ing 8 o r 9 y e a r s ago. ( W H I L E VOU WERE W I T H 

AUNTV 10, DID VOU ENCOUNTER ANV S P E C I A L E X P E R I E N C E S ? ) W i t h h e r a s a 

t e a c h e r I r e a l l y c o u l d n ' t s a y b e c a u s e I w a s v e r y young and i p r obab l y w a s 



one of t he f e w s t u d e n t s t h a t I j u s t w a n t e d to d a n c e , so w h a t e v e r s h e t o l d 

me to do I d id i t . W i t h h e r a s a p e r f o r m e r , s he w a s e x c e l l e n t . A t a v e r y 

young age, 7, 8 y e a r s o ld , ! don ' t t h i n k I 've s e e n e v e n up to t h i s day anybody 

t h a t c o u l d c a p t u r e an a u d i e n c e t h e w a y s he d id. (HOW LONG DID VOU S T A V 

W I T H HER B E F O R E SHE R E T I R E D ? ) When she r e t i r e d t h e f i r s t t i m e I w a s 

about 9 y e a r s o l d , b e c a u s e I w e n t to George a t 10. So t h a t w o u l d be about 

7 y e a r s I g ue s s . (THEN VOU WENT B A C K L A T E R ON?) Vea, b e c a u s e I w e n t to 

A u n t y P e l e Puku ' i f o r about a y e a r and a h a l f . And t h e n b e c a u s e of my age, 

b e c a u s e I w a s s t i l l young, s h e s u g g e s t e d t h a t I go i n t o s o m e t h i n g e l s e o r 

to go w i t h a n o t h e r h u l a t e a c h e r so I w e n t w i t h George Na 'ope, and I s t a y e d 

w i t h h i m u n t i l he moved out of Hono lu lu and m o v e d back to H i lo . I w a s 

w i t h h i m f o r about s e v e n o r e i g h t y e a r s a l s o . ( W H A T DID VOU L E A R N FROM 

P E L E P U K U ' I ? ) K ah i k o . (D ID VOU L E A R N CHANT, DANCE, OR B O T H ? ) I 

l e a r n e d both. I t w a s j u s t me ; I w a s h e r on l y s t u d e n t . I g u e s s i t w o u l d be 

l i k e m a y b e a p r i v a t e c l a s s o r s o m e t h i n g l i k e t h a t . B e c a u s e I w a s t h e on ly 

one my age t h a t s he had. A l l h e r o t h e r d a n c e r s o r s t u d e n t s w e r e , a g a i n , 8, 

t o , 12 y e a r s o l d e r t h a n me. (HOW V M S T H E S T V L E FROM 10 ? ) I t w a s 

d i f f e r e n t , but not t h a t much . I t w a s j u s t h e r s t e p s , h e r f u n d a m e n t a l 

s t e p s , w e r e t he s a m e , h e r m o t i o n s w e r e j u s t a l i t t l e b i t m o r e , m a y b e a 

l i t t l e b i t b u s i e r , j u s t s l i g h t l y d i f f e r e n t . B u t h e r b a s i c f e e t and h e r hands 



•.ffQfB v e r y s i m i l a r . (D ID YOU L E A R N T H E SAME S O N G S ? ) No. A u n t y P a t 

w e n t o v e r a l o t of t he s ong s t h a t I had l e a r n e d w i t h A u n t y lo so t h a t s h e 

k n e w w h i c h ones I knesv and t h e n s h e w e n t i n t o d i f f e r e n t songs . And w i t h 

h e r I l e a r n e d m o r e n u m b e r s w i t h I m p l e m e n t s . (AND T H E N YOU WENT TO 

GEORGE N A ' O P E ? ) I w e n t to U n c l e George and w i t h h i m w e did both k a h i k o 

and auana . And e v e n t u a l l y I d id m o r e auana w i t h h i m t h a n I d id k ah i ko . 

( THEN W I T H HIM VOU FOUND ANOTHER S T Y L E ? ) I found a c o m p l e t e l y 

d i f f e r e n t s t y l e . No, a g a i n , not c o m p l e t e l y . A g a i n , t h e b a s i c f oo t 

m o v e m e n t s w e r e t h e s a m e , t he hands m o v e m e n t s w e r e t he s a m e , but t hen 

a g a i n i t w a s e v e n a l i t t l e b i t b u s i e r t h a n P e l e . B u t t h e n too I d id m o r e 

a u a n a w i t h h im . (DID VOU GET ANV C E R T I F I C A T E S OR UNIK I FROM ANY OF 

T H E S E P E O P L E ? ) George had an u n i k i . (HOW LONG DID YOU S T A V W I T H 

UNCLE G E O R G E ? ) About 7 o r 8 y e a r s I w o u l d say . A t t he t i m e I w a s w i t h 

George I w a s j u s t t u r n i n g 13 o r 14. ( W I T H GEORGE, W E R E VOU BV Y O U R S E L F 

OR W I T H OTHER P E O P L E ? ) I t h i n k t h a t w a s t he f i r s t t i m e t h a t i w a s 

a c t u a l l y i n a c l a s s w i t h d a n c e r s t h a t w e r e t he s a m e age a s me. B u t t h e n , 

l i k e I s a i d , I j u s t w a n t e d to dance. When w e had a s t u d i o i n K a l i h i 1 l i v e d 

r i g h t t h e r e so i t w a s l i k e , w h y s t a y home and he lp m o t h e r c l e a n house 

w h e n I c an go d o w n to t he h u l a s t u d i o and he lp U n c l e George do s o m e t h i n g 

e v e n though he w a s n ' t do ing a n y t h i n g . So I l i t e r a l l y hung out a t t he h u l a 



s t u d i o and danced w i t h a l l h i s c l a s s e s . ( W A S T H E R E A D I F F E R E N C E 

B E T W E E N DANCING W I T H G I R L S VOUR OWN AGE AND DANCING W I T H 

E L D E R S ? ) No. I t h i n k t he on l y d i f f e r e n c e t h a t I f e l t w a s t h a t m o s t of t h e 

ones t h a t w e r e my age had j u s t s t a r t e d h u l a o r had on l y been danc i n g f o r a 

coup le of y e a r s and I found t h e m s l o w and a w k w a r d . B u t once t hey l e a r n e d 

the dance w e a l l p u l l e d t o g e t h e r ; i t d i dn ' t m a t t e r w h a t t he age w a s . 

( SO VOU DIDN 'T UNIK i W I T H AUNTV 10 ? ) No. (AND T H E SAME TH ING 

W I T H P E L E ? ) P e l e d id not u n i k i me , no. ( A F T E R G E O R G E ? ) A f t e r George I 

f r e e l a n c e d b e c a u s e George moved to H i l o and I c o u l d n ' t f i n d anybody that..., 

w e l l I t h i n k a t t h a t t i m e too, b e c a u s e by t h e n t h a t w a s my l a t t e r y e a r s i n 

High s c h o o l . And so b e t w e e n s c h o o l and e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r a c t i v i t i e s and 

s c h o o l and s t u f f l i k e t h a t I r e a l l y d i dn ' t have m u c h t i m e to go to c l a s s e s . 

So I j u s t f r e e l a n c e d on my own . t w a s do ing t he s h o w s a t I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

Ma r ke t P l a c e w i t h U n c l e J o h n n y W a t k i n s and A u n t y L y d i a Wong. (SO VOU 

DID SHOWS W I T H OTHER P E O P L E ? ) Oh, ye s ! ( T H E WHOLE T IME VOU W E R E 

DANC ING? ) When I w a s w i t h U n c l e George a l l t he s h o w s I d id w e r e w i t h 

U n c l e George. A f t e r he moved back to H i l o , t h e n I d id s h o w s . (SO VOU 

WERE DOING SHOWS W I T H WHO? ) U n c l e J o h n P i ' i l a n i W a t k i n s , i n f a c t t h a t ' s 

how I m e t Momi Ho. And w i t h A u n t y V i c k y I'i I d id a coup le of t hem. I d id 

a c oup l e of Kodak h u l a s h o w s . ( IN VOUR T E E N S ? ) I hadn ' t e ven g r a d u a t e d 



f r o m h igh s c h o o l y e t . (AND YOU W E R E DANCING W I T H P E O P L E IN YOUR AGE 

G R O U P ? ) In t he s h o w s t h a t I d id m o s t of t h e m w e r e my age group. (FROM 

T H E R E YOU WENT T O AUNTY H O A K A L E I ? ) A f t e r I g r a d u a t e d f r o m h igh 

s c h o o l , I w a s up a t t he U.H. f o r a c oup l e of y e a r s and I dropped out of h u l a 

c o m p l e t e l y . T h e n I took a group w i t h me to t he e a s t c o a s t and w e d id a 

s h o w t h e r e f o r a y e a r and a h a l f . F o u r of u s g i r l s w e n t up to t he e a s t 

c o a s t . T h e y had danced w i t h S l o s s o m s m o t h e r , w h a f s h e r n a m e ? ( R O S E 

JOSHUA . ) A u n t y Ro se J o s h u a . I took t h e m up. So w e s h a r e d a m o n g s t e a c h 

o t h e r w h a t w e k n e w , w h a t w e l e a r n e d . We put ou r o w n s h o w t o g e t h e r and 

d id t h e e a s t c o a s t . (HOW LONG DID VOU S T A V T H E R E ? ) I w a s on t he e a s t 

c o a s t f o r t h r e e y e a r s but 1 on l y danced f o r about a y e a r and a h a l f . T h e n I 

c a m e back and w e n t back w i t h A u n t y H o a k a i e i . (VOU WERE A L R E A D Y 

T A K I N G FROM AUNTV H O A K A L E ! T H E N ? ) A u n t y H o a k a i e i w a s t e a c h i n g w i t h 

A u n t y lo t he w h o l e t i m e t h a t I w a s t h e r e . So f o r me i t w a s j u s t l i k e going 

back i n t o t h e s a m e t h i n g t h a t I had s t a r t e d w i t h . (BV T H A T T I M E AUNTY 10 

HAD S T O P P E D A L R E A D Y ? ) Oh, y e s . (DO VOU REMEMBER T H E Y E A R ? ) T h a t 

w a s 1 9 5 9 , and L v e been w i t h h e r s i n c e . (YOU WENT B A C K W I T H AUNTV 

H O A K A L E I T O S T A R T OVER A G A I N OR J U S T J O I N T H E H A L A U ? ) A c t u a l l y I 

w e n t back b e c a u s e I w a n t e d to dance aga in . I w a n t e d to go back. I w e n t 

back a s a d a n c e r , a s a s t u d e n t . And s he w a s w i t h t he S t a t e F ounda t i on on 



C u l t u r e and t h e A r t s , and t h e o b j e c t t h e n w a s to t r a i n a group of d a n c e r s 

to t e a c h , and t h a t ' s w h a t i d id. (SO VOU WERE J U S T A DANCER W I T H HER 

T H E N ? ) R i gh t . (WHEN DID VOU BEG IN TO T E A C H W I T H H E R ? ) I m m e d i a t e l y 

S h e s t a r t e d t r a i n i n g u s to t e a c h . (SO VOU W E R E DANCING AND T E A C H I N G A T 

T H E SAME T I M E ? ) R i gh t . 

( W I T H AUNTV H O A K A L E I , DID VOU CONTINUE AUNTV lO 'S W O R K ? ) Oh, 

yea . I t ' s s t i l l a c o n t i n u a t i o n . I t w a s t h e n and i t s t i l l i s . He r s t y l e of 

t e a c h i n g i s s t i l l t he s a m e . (VOU DON'T S E E ANYTH ING D I F F E R E N T B E T W E E N 

T H E TV/O OF T H E M ? ) In t h e i r t e a c h i n g , no. In t h e i r s t y l e of d a n c i n g , no. 

E v e n A u n t y H o a k a l e i ' s m o d e r n I s v e r y s i m i l a r ; i t ' s s i m p l e , i t ' s not bu sy , i t 

d oe sn ' t change. (HOW DO VOU F E E L T E A C H I N G W I T H H E R ? DO VOU WANT TO 

B R E A K ON VOUR OWN?) I a m v e r y c o m f o r t a b l e w i t h her. ( I S IT T H E S T V L E 

OF T E A C H I N G T H A T VOU L I K E ? ) W e l l , I t h i n k p a r t of i t i s s t y l e , but i n t h i s 

day and age I 've got t h a t c h o i c e , and i t ' s my c h o i c e t o j u s t s t a y w i t h her. 1 

l i k e t h e w o r k s h o p s . I l i k e , w h e n w e w e r e w i t h S t a t e F o u n d a t i o n , be ing 

a b l e to go and l e a r n d i f f e r e n t s t y l e s f r o m d i f f e r e n t t e a c h e r s , w h i c h I 

e n j o y e d . S a m Nae ' o le had a d i f f e r e n t s t y l e . A u n t y E d i t h K a n a k a ' o l e s , h e r 

s t y l e i s v e r y d i f f e r e n t . We l e a r n e d s o m e n u m b e r s f r o m h e r w h e n w e w e n t 

to New Zea l and . A u n t y Kau ' i Z u t t e r m e i s t e r ' s i s v e r y d i f f e r e n t . And go ing 

to t h e w o r k s h o p s and l e a r n i n g t h e s e d i f f e r e n t s t y l e s , I 've e n j o y e d i t . And 



w h e n e v e r w e do any of t he n u m b e r s t h a t s o m e of t h e m have t augh t u s , 

e ven t h e n u m b e r s t h a t K i m o A l a m a ha s t augh t u s , A u n t y H o a k a i e i s t r e s s e s 

i t and ! t r y to m a k e s u r e t h a t w e keep I t t o t he s t y l e t h a t w e l e a r n e d I t 

f r o m t h a t p a r t i c u l a r t e a c h e r . B u t I g u e s s h a v i n g danced A u n t y l o ' s s t y l e 

w h i c h I s t he s a m e t h a t A u n t y H o a k a i e i i s do ing, I 'm m o r e c o m f o r t a b l e w i t h 

t h a t and i t ' s t h e s t y l e t h a t I p r e f e r . 

(D ID YOU ENCOUNTER ANY D I F F I C U L T I E S DURING VOUR HULA C A R E E R ? ) 

A c t u a l l y , no. I t h i n k I 've had a good l i f e w i t h my hu la . I 've e n j o y e d i t . I 

s t i l l e n j o y i t . ( W H A T KIND OF J O Y DO YOU F E E L IN T E A C H I N G ? ) I t ' s v e r y 

e x c i t i n g to t e a c h . I t c an be v e r y f r u s t r a t i n g b e c a u s e you w i l l get t h o s e i n 

the c l a s s w i t h t w o l e f t f e e t and don ' t k n o w t h e i r r i g h t hand f r o m t h e i r 

l e f t . B u t I l i k e t e a c h i n g b e g i n n e r s w h o don ' t k n o w a n y t h i n g . B e c a u s e t hen 

I t ' s l i k e a b r and n e w baby. You ' r e t e a c h i n g t h e m to w a l k . I t ' s e a s i e r . 

T e a c h i n g a t t he w o r k s h o p s , t e a c h i n g h u l a d a n c e r s t h a t h a ve been w i t h a 

d i f f e r e n t h a l a u , a d i f f e r e n t s t y l e , f o r t h r e e , f o u r , f i v e y e a r s o r e ven l o n g e r 

i t ' s v e r y h a rd b e c a u s e you c a n ' t r e a l l y get t h e m to m o v e t he w a y you w a n t 

t h e m to , a l t hough a l o t of t h e m t r y . And I c ou l d s e e w h e r e t h e y w e r e 

c o m i n g f r o m b e c a u s e i t w a s l i k e w h e n 1 w a s l e a r n i n g t he d a n c e s f r o m 

A u n t y E d i t h ; you t r y to m o v e t h e w a y s he w a n t e d u s to - i t ' s ha rd ! Vou 

have to j u s t t r y to b r e a k y o u r m i n d f r o m i t , and i t ' s not t h a t ea s y . Bu t i t ' s 



s t m , i n t e a c h i n g c l a s s e s , r e g a r d l e s s of w h e t h e r o r not t h e y had any 

e x p e r i e n c e , e s p e c i a l l y m t e a c h i n g k ah i ko . A u a n a you don ' t s e e i t . In 

k a h i k o I s e e i t . T h e on ly r e a s o n t h e y w a n t to l e a r n k a h i k o i s b e c a u s e t h e y 

w a n t to l e a r n . I t ' s not l i k e a h u l a s t u d i o t h a t , b e f o r e you e v e n w a l k i n , you 

ha ve a l l t h i s money t h a t you ' v e got to pay out ; you ' ve got to have y o u r h u l a 

bag w i t h t w o u l i u l i ' s , t w o p u ' i l i ' s and a l l t h i s s t u f f , and y o u r m o t h e r h a s 

a l r e a d y d i s h e d out a coup le of hundred b u c k s and you h a v e n ' t e ven l e a r n e d 

h o w to p i c k up y o u r bag of I n s t r u m e n t s y e t . T h a t ' s not w h a t i t i s . I f t h e y 

c ome to l e a r n k a h i k o , i t ' s b e c a u s e t hey w a n t to l e a r n . So t h e y ' r e open to 

a n y t h i n g t h a t I c an t e a c h t h e m . And, a g a i n , a l o t of t h e m a r e not d a n c e r s , 

but t h a t ' s a l l r i g h t b e c a u s e i n t e a c h i n g t h e m k a h i k o t h e y l e a r n dance 

m o v e m e n t s ; t h e y l e a r n , a t l e a s t , t h e r e ' s a d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n t he r i g h t 

f o o t and t h e l e f t f oo t . A t t he s a m e t i m e t hey c an l e a r n language. T h e 

t r a d i t i o n a l c h a n t s h a ve h i s t o r y to i t . I t ' s p l a c e n a m e s , geography. I t ' s 

people. I t ' s m u s i c , e v e n though i t ' s t h r e e o r f o u r o r a s many a s f i v e n o t e s . 

I t ' s a l l t h e r e . So t h e y c an c o m e and l e a r n f o r s i x m o n t h s . T h e y m a y n e v e r 

be a d a n c e r , but t h e r e m i g h t be a f u t u r e f o r t h e m i n going to s c h o o l and 

l e a r n i n g H a w a i i a n h i s t o r y , l e a r n i n g t he l anguage. T h e r e ' s so many of t h e m 

now t h a t a r e s p e a k i n g t he l anguage a l m o s t f l u e n t l y . T h e y ' l l n e v e r be a b l e 

to dance , but t h a t ' s okay. T h e y l e a r n e d a c oup l e of h u l a s and found t h a t t he 



l anguage i s a b e a u t i f u l l anguage , so t h e y took i t f r o m t h e r e . I t opens up a 

w h o l e l i f e f o r t hem. And t h a t ' s t h e j o y t h a t I get out of t e a c h i n g . 

( W H A T DO VOU CONS IDER VOUR G R E A T E S T A C C O M P L I S H M E N T ? ) I t h i n k 

my g r e a t e s t a c h i e v e m e n t i s h a v i n g t a u g h t a b e g i n n e r s group, f r o m the 

b a s i c s - f u n d a m e n t a l s t e p s and f u n d a m e n t a l h u l a s - and w a t c h i n g t h e m 

"move up t h e l a d d e r " , so to s p e a k , w i t h A u n t y H o a k a i e i , w i t h u s , and s t i l l 

w i t h u s t oday and a s b e g i n n e r h u l a s t u d e n t s t h e y a r e a l s o a t t he po i n t now 

w h e r e t h e y c a n he lp he r , t h e y a r e a s s i s t i n g i n t e a c h i n g c l a s s e s w i t h her. 

( W H A T KIND OF A D V I C E WOULD VOU G I V E TO T H E VOUNG HULA 

T E A C H E R S OF T O D A V ? ) Be humble , ( I S T H A T P A R T OF VOUR T R A I N I N G ? ) I t 

i s . I t ' s p a r t of A u n t y l o ' s s t y l e , i t ' s p a r t of A u n t y H o a k a l e i ' s . We have to 

be. ( *END OF S I D E I * ) We ha ve to be humble . H i s t o r y h a s i t w h e r e t he h u l a 

w a s bad, and i t c a m e back. And t hen f o r a w h i l e I t h i n k i t got abused. We 

s t a r t e d l o o k i n g a t i t f r o m d i f f e r e n t ang l e s . B u t t h e r e ' s a l o t i n h u l a t h a t 

c an g i v e u s a s e n s e of p r i de . And w h a t I'd l i k e t o s e e w i t h ou r kumu h u l a s , 

ou r young ones c o m i n g up. I s a l i t t l e b i t b e t t e r of an a t t i t u d e . V/hat I 've 

been s e e i n g r e c e n t l y i s , " I d anced w i t h so and so, " and " I l e a r n e d f r o m so 

and so " ; " I c an do t h i s . " And I 'm go ing, "Good". And t hen I 've h e a r d a f e w 

t h a t t h e y e ven topped i t o f f , " W e l l , t h a t m a k e s me H a w a i i a n . " And I 'm 

go ing, "No." I t m a k e s you you , and i f you a r e proud of w h a t i t i s y ou ' r e 



do ing. I f you f e e l good about y o u r s e l f and w h a t y o u ' r e do ing, t h e n you don ' t 

need a n y t h i n g e l s e . I t ' s okay. (HOV/ ABOUT T H E HAUMANA? CAN YOU G I V E 

SOME A D V I C E ? ) I w o u l d s a y , e s p e c i a l l y i n t he w a y m o s t of t h e m a r e be ing 

t a u g h t t oday , i f t he y c o u l d l e a r n to keep t h e i r e y e s and e a r s open and t h e i r 

m o u t h s s h u t , t h e r e ' s a l o t t h a t t h e y cou l d l e a r n f r o m t h e i r kumu. 

(HULA HAS CHANGED.) Oh y e s I ( W H A T DO YOU TH INK OF HULA KAH IKO 

T O D A Y ? ) I n t e r e s t i n g . I t ' s k a h i k o i n s t y l e on l y b e c a u s e of t h e c h a n t i n g , not 

n e c e s s a r i l y b e c a u s e of t he m o v e m e n t s . I s e e v e r y l i t t l e k a h i k o i n t he 

dance , i n t h e dance m o v e m e n t s . T h e m o v e m e n t s h a ve become v e r y 

m o d e r n i z e d . T h e s i m p l i c i t y of ou r o ld c h a n t s i s be ing l o s t . I 've s e e n s o m e 

h a l a u s c ome back w i t h i t i n t he l a s t c oup l e of y e a r s . 

( W H A T IS YOUR DEF IN I T ION OF HULA K A H I K O ? ) How do you d e f i n e 

h u l a k a h i k o ? W e l l , I g u e s s i n t o d a y ' s v o c a b u l a r y i t m e a n s c h a n t s t y l e , but 

f o r me i t w o u l d be m o r e of a t r a d i t i o n a l . And , a c t u a l l y , w h e n you ' r e 

t a l k i n g k a h i k o y o u ' r e t a l k i n g o l d , I w o u l d s t i l l have to s a y a n y t h i n g t h a t I s 

up to t h e K a l a k a u a pe r i od . (SO FOR YOU I T ' S A L S O A PER IOD OF T I M E ? ) Yea. 

(DO YOU H A V E A F A V O R I T E C H A N T ? ) I l o v e t h e m a l l . ( A F A V O R I T E 

DANCE, H U L A ? ) No. M o v e t h e m a l l . (DO YOU P R E F E R KAH IKO OR A U A N A ? ) 

Oh, k a h i k o . A u a n a i s too m u c h ha rd w o r k ! ( h a ha ) E v e n A u n t y H o a k a i e i 

k n o w s i t . I f w e ' r e do ing an I m p r o m p t u s h o w s o m e w h e r e t r a v e l i n g , and s he 



t r i e s to do a f e w k a h i k o and s he s t a r t s do ing auana and e v e r y t i m e she 

s t a r t s an a u a n a s h e t u r n s a r ound and e v e r y b o d y e l s e i s out t h e r e e x c e p t 

C e c i . " W h e r e ' s K a w a i ? " " I ' m r i g h t he re aunty . " "So w h a t n u m b e r a r e you 

d a n c i n g ? " "Oh, I 'm not. I 'm s i n g i n g , aun t y , " and s he k n o w s I c a n ' t s i n g . 

(DO VOU TH INK H A W A I I A N LANGUAGE IS IMPORTANT IN H U L A ? ) F o r 

t o d a y ' s s t u d e n t s , y e s . (CAN VOU E X P L A I N T H A T ? ) Most of ou r o ld c h a n t s 

a r e i n H a w a i i a n , and i t h e l p s f o r t h e m to u n d e r s t a n d w h a t t h e y ' r e d anc i n g 

about , e s p e c i a l l y i f t he m o t i o n s a r e v e r y s i m p l e . L i k e w i t h A u n t y l o ' s 

s t y l e . A u n t y H o a k a l e i ' s s t y l e , you ha ve f u n d a m e n t a l h u l a ' s : " K a w i k a " . T o 

me t h a t i s a b e a u t i f u l c han t . " U l u no w e o " : t h o s e b a s i c h u l a s a r e go rgeous , 

b e c a u s e t he l anguage i s t h e r e , t he p o e t r y i s t h e r e , t h e h i s t o r y i s t h e r e , i t ' s 

a l l t h e r e . B u t h o w do you t e a c h somebody w h o does not k n o w the 

l a n g u a g e ? T h a t w h e n y o u ' r e j u s t s t a n d i n g t h e r e [do ing t h e m o t i o n s ] , to 

t h e m t h a t ' s a l l t h e y ' r e do ing, i t ' s j u s t a r o u t i n e . B u t i f t he y u n d e r s t o o d 

t h e l anguage , w h a t t h e w r i t e r s a y s , and a s a d a n c e r y o u ' r e p a i n t i n g a 

p i c t u r e . T h e w r i t e r w r o t e t he w o r d s and put i t on pape r , t he poet d id i t . 

B u t a s a d a n c e r you ' r e p a i n t i n g a p i c t u r e , you b e c o m e t h e a r t i s t . So you 

becom.e K a w i k a . T h e y don ' t u n d e r s t a n d ; t h e y m i s i n t e r p r e t a l o t . I ' ve s e e n 

a l o t of m i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s on d a n c e s , e s p e c i a l l y f o r K a u a ' i . T h e y don ' t 

u n d e r s t a n d t h e b e a u t y of w h a t t h e y ' r e t a l k i n g about. (WHEN VOU TOOK 



FROM !0, VOU DIDN 'T KNOW T H E LANGUAGE E I T H E R . ) No. (HOW DID THEV 

BR ING IT A C R O S S TO VOU TO P A I N T T H A T P I C T U R E ? ) Vou ha ve to b a c k t r a c k 

a l i t t l e b i t on t h a t b e c a u s e ! d id k n o w the language. My g r e a t - g r a n d m o t h e r 

d i ed w h e n I w a s a f r e s h m a n i n c o l l e g e , I w a s a l r e a d y out of h igh s c h o o l ; In 

f a c t t h a t ' s w h e n I l o s t my g r a n d p a r e n t s and my g r e a t - g r a n d m o t h e r . She 

d id not s p e a k a w o r d of E n g l i s h . My m o t h e r ' s mom, f o r a w h i l e , w a s 

t e a c h i n g H a w a i i a n k i d s i n K a l i h i v a l l e y to s p e a k E n g l i s h . She l i v e d w i t h 

us. And my dad ' s f a t h e r . . a n d t h e r e w a s t u t u g r a n d m a a l s o , t h a t ' s my 

m o m ' s g r a n d - a u n t . We w e n t t o m a s s In H a w a i i a n . I l e a r n e d t h e m a s s 

s i m u l t a n e o u s l y i n H a w a i i a n , L a t i n , and E n g l i s h . (TODAV, WHEN VOU A R E 

T E A C H I N G VOUR CH I LDREN AND THEV DON'T KNOW T H E LANGUAGE, WHAT DO 

VOU DO?) Wha t I do 1s I t r y to do a l i t e r a l t r a n s l a t i o n f o r t h e m , but a t t he 

s a m e t i m e i t ' s l i k e w h a t I j u s t d id. In t e a c h i n g t h e m i t ' s not "He re i s 

K a w i k a , " I t ' s "He re a m I." I p a i n t t he p i c t u r e f o r t h e m . I f t h e y c an s e e i t 

and i f t h e y c an u n d e r s t a n d i t , t h e y c a n f e e l i t . I t h i n k you p i c k t h a t up 

f r o m y o u r kumu. I t ' s p a r t of i t , Vou don 't j u s t go t h rough m o t i o n s , Vou 

f e e l t h e w o r d s of t h e poet, I t h i n k t h a t ' s w h y i l i k e " A l a L a '0 P e l e " and 

w h y i t a l w a y s k e e p s c o m i n g back to me. T h e s e c o n d v e r s e , "uhi uha " ; i t ' s 

t he w o r d s "uh i uha" . I r e a l l y h a v e no I d e a w h a t i t s a y s i n t he d i c t i o n a r y , 

w h a t t h e t r a n s l a t i o n of t h a t i s . B u t t h a t doe sn ' t m a t t e r to me b e c a u s e t he 



w a y I l e a r n e d i t , t h e u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h a t I got, t h a t ' s t h e sound t h a t t he 

l a v a m a k e s w h e n I t ' s go ing d o w n ; w e r e t a l k i n g t h e l a v a f l o w going to 

d e s t r o y t he f o r e s t . And t h a t ' s t h e sound of t h e l a v a . So e ven though t h e 

m o t i o n i s j u s t one . . . t w o . . y o u ha ve to p i c t u r e i t ; v o l c a n o and t h e l a v a . 

(SO VOU TH INK T H A T T H E T E A C H E R S OF TODAV L A C K T H A T KIND OF 

E X P E R I E N C E AND T R A N S L A T I O N B E C A U S E OF T H E L A N G U A G E ? ) S o m e of t he 

younge r ones do, y e s . I 've s e e n w h e r e t he younge r t e a c h e r s do s t r i c t l y 

l i t e r a l t r a n s l a t i o n . (DO VOU TH INK I T ' S B E C A U S E THEV DON'T KNOW ANV 

B E T T E R ? THEV H A V E N ' T L EARNED T H E I R H I S T O R V ? ) A l o t Of I t , I t h i n k . I s 

t h a t t h e y j u s t don ' t k n o w any b e t t e r , and t h e y j u m p e d i n t o be ing k u m u 

h u l a s too soon. I k n o w t hey m e a n w e l l and I k n o w t h e y t r y and a l o t of 

t h e m put up a l o t of ene rgy f o r i t , w h i c h i s e x c e l l e n t . I g i v e t h e m c r e d i t 

f o r g e t t i n g out t h e r e and do ing i t . B u t t h e y m o v e too f a s t . T h e y ' r e m o v i n g 

ahead of t h e m s e l v e s . T h e y do need to s l o w d o w n a l i t t l e b i t . ( IN WHAT 

W A Y S CAN VOU C O R R E C T T H E M ? ) T h e y need to j u s t s l o w down. T h e y need 

to back up a l i t t l e b i t . (GOING B A C K TO KUPUNA, BOOKS, H I S T O R V ? ) A 

l i t t l e b i t of a l l of i t . S o m e of t h e m , f r o m w h a t I u n d e r s t a n d , t h a t ' s w h a t 

t hey l e a r n e d , f r o m books. 

(WHO DO VOU CONS IDER A S HULA M A S T E R S T O D A V ? ) D e f i n i t e l y A u n t y 

K a u ' i Z u t t e r m e i s t e r , t he K a n a k a ' o l e ' s , of c o u r s e A u n t y H o a k a i e i . 



( B E S I D E HULA, WHAT DO VOU DO? ) Wha t (Jo I do ? f w o r k f o r a l i v i n g . 

(DO VOU DO ANVTHlhiG S P E C I A L IN A R T AND C U L T U R E ? ) Noth ing s p e c i a l I 

c o n s i d e r m y s e l f a j a c k of a l l t r a d e s , m a s t e r of none. I f I need to go p i c k 

my n a t i v e p l a n t s o r w h a t e v e r l e l s i need , I k n o w w h e r e to go, I k n o w how 

to p i c k t h e m , I k n o w how to m a k e my l e l s . I f I made m y c o s t u m e s , 1 need 

my s k i r t s , I need to t a p a p r i n t my t h i n g s , I k n o w w h a t to do. T h a t , a g a i n , 

w a s a l l p a r t of A u n t y l o ' s t r a i n i n g and A u n t y H o a k a l e i ' s . I t ' s l i k e , y o u ' r e 

going to w e a r i t , you m a k e i t , you t a k e c a r e of I t . And t he odd t h i n g about 

i t i s w h e n w e w e r e i n J a c o b ' s P i l l o w , i t ' s t he f i r s t t i m e I r a n i n t o a 

d i f f e r e n t c u l t u r e t h a t t h e i r a t t i t u d e w a s t h e s a m e th i ng . We w e r e a t 

J a c o b ' s P i l l o w on t h e E a s t c o a s t and t h e r e w a s t h e N a t i v e A m e r i c a n 

I n d i a n s p e r f o r m i n g group. And a l l of t he d a n c e r s , t h e men and t he w o m e n , 

t hey a l l made t h e i r o w n c o s t u m e s : t he bead s , t h e f e a t h e r s , w h a t e v e r e l s e 

t h e y had on, e v e r y t h i n g . T h e y m a k e t h e i r o w n c o s t u m e s , t hey t a k e c a r e of 

t h e i r o w n c o s t u m e s . And one of t he boy s s a i d h i s dad t augh t h im . He s a y s , 

"Vou l e a r n how to do i t b e c a u s e you ' r e w e a r i n g i t . I f you don ' t t a k e c a r e of 

i t i t f a l l s o f f of you." 

(DO VOU T H I N K WORKSHOPS A R E I M P O R T A N T ? ) Oh, y e s i t I s . ( SHOULD 

IT B E FOR T H E KUMU, T H E S T U D E N T S ? ) Of c o u r s e t h e ones w h o b e n e f i t 

f r o m w o r k s h o p s a r e t he s t u d e n t s . Oh, A u n t y P a t B a c o n i s a n o t h e r one t h a t 



I c o n s i d e r a m a s t e r . ( W H A T ABOUT WORKSHOPS FOR NEW KUMU HULA TO 

L E A R N HOW TO F E E L T H E I R B A S I C S ? ) I don ' t k n o w t h a t you c a n t e a c h 

s omebody how to f e e l t h e i r d a n c e s , t t h i n k t h a t ' s s o m e t h i n g t h a t you 

a c q u i r e . I f i t ' s not a l r e a d y i n you , i t ' s s o m e t h i n g you c an l e a r n . ( I T ' S 

I N D I V I D U A L ? ) I t i s i n d i v i d u a l . I t h i n k m o s t of ou r o ld k u m u s . A u n t y E d i t h 

c o u l d do i t , I ' ve s e e n h e r do i t ; A u n t y Kau ' i c an do i t , I 've s e e n h e r do i t ; 

I ' ve s e e n A u n t y P a t do i t ; I s a w t h e m a t a l l t he w o r k s h o p s , t hey c an do i t . 

I t ' s t h e h a u m a n a , t hey don ' t s e e i t . T h e y don ' t s e e t h i s l o v e i n s i d e of ou r 

k u m u s , ou r m a s t e r s . (DOES I T MAKE A D I F F E R E N C E WHEN T H E HAUMANA 

BECOME KUMU IN SUCH SHORT P E R I O D S ? ) Ves. (SHOULD HAUMANA BE IN 

SCHOOL FOR A LONG T I M E ? ) I don ' t t h i n k you c a n put a t i m e l i m i t on w h e n 

t h e h a u m a n a i s r e a d y to b e c o m e a kumu. T h e i r o w n k u m u i s t he on ly one 

t h a t c a n d e t e r m i n e t h a t . A good e x a m p l e t h e r e w o u l d be A u n t y Ma ik i A i u , 

b e c a u s e I do k n o w t h a t s he had c l a s s e s s e t up, s h e g e a r e d t h e m to be k u m u 

hu l a . And s h e had a c oup l e of y e a r s t h e r e w h e r e s h e had e x c e l l e n t 

s t u d e n t s : t he C a z l m e r o ' s , L e i l a n i , and a l l of t h e m , M i l i l a n i . She had a 

group, s he had about t w o y e a r s of d a n c e r s t h e r e t h a t w e r e r e a d y to ge t 

I n t o h e r p r o g r a m of be ing k u m u hu l a . T h e y had a g r i p on i t , t h e y j u s t 

needed t h a t l i t t l e b i t of push and s h e gave i t to t h e m . Beyond t h a t , I don ' t 

t h i n k you c a n s e t a t i m e l i m i t . And I a l s o s a w w h e r e A u n t y Ma ik i he l d 



back s o m e of h e r s t u d e n t s f r o m an u n i k i f o r w h a t e v e r r e a s o n , I don ' t know. 

B u t I do k n o w t h a t s h e d id h a ve s o m e s t u d e n t s t h a t s he he ld back f r o m 

u n i k i . She d i dn ' t f e e l t h e y w e r e r e a d y , t hey d i dn ' t do t h e i r a s s i g n m e n t s , 

w h a t e v e r , I don ' t know. So you c a n ' t r e a l l y put a t i m e l i m i t ; I t h i n k I t ' s up 

to t he k u m u to d e c i d e on t h a t . L i k e w i t h A u n t y H o a k a i e i , s o m e of t he ones 

t h a t a r e h e l p i n g h e r t e a c h r i g h t n o w , t h e y s t a r t e d w i t h h e r w h e n she w a s 

young. I t a u g h t t h e m the b a s i c s : " K a w i k a " and " L i U ' u " and "U l u No Weo". 

And t h e y ' v e c o n t i n u e d danc i n g w i t h h e r and t h e y ' r e s t i l l d anc i n g w i t h her... 

( S H E DOESN 'T U N I K I ? ) No. (FOR HER !S T H A T P A R T OF T H E T R A I N I N G 

T H A T GOES ON F O R E V E R ? ) I t goes on and on. I h a v e n ' t s t opped l e a r n i n g . 

I 'm s t i l l l e a r n i n g w i t h her. (VOU 'VE BEEN W I T H HER A L L T H E S E VEARS . 

DOES SHE H A V E A S P E C I A L G I F T A L S O ? ) Ves. S h e ' s a d i f f e r e n t p e r s o n f r o m 

A u n t y io but s h e ' s j u s t a s b e a u t i f u l a pe r son . And h e r s t y l e of d a n c i n g i s 

t he s a m e a s A u n t y io. 


