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With the hills of Pololu and ‘Awini valleys behind her, Lorna Lim performs a hula about

King Kamehameha |, who was raised in this remote North Kohala area on the Big Island
to protect him from a wrathful king.
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A trek along

the coast traces
the early life of

Kamehamehal

By Wanda A. Adams
Advertiser Features Editor

KOHALA COAST, The Big island
— It was a perfect Hawaii winter
day: the grass shining green from
recent rains, the sky hazy but
bright. The humpbacks spouted and
slapped their flukes in the channel
beyond the hill where we stood lis-
tening to kumu hula Nani Lim Yap
tell a story more than 200 years old.

“They say it was at ikuwa — the
time of thunder, big seas, cloud-
bursts — November-December. His
mother, Keku‘iapoiwa, came from
Maui, rowed in a canoe to this place
they now call Kokoiki — ‘little
blood,” for the afterbirth. Some say
he was po‘olua — born of two fa-
thers. The fathers were
Kauoakalani, a stepson of the chief
‘Alapa‘inui, and Kahekili, himself a
chief. They say there were bright
lights, signs telling of the birth of an
ali‘i. But Keku‘iapoiwa’s cousin
Nahikuekekualono chanted them
away because she didn’t want the
‘Alapa‘inui to know that the child
who’s coming had been foretold —
the child who would challenge him
— was born.”

Yap shrugs and smiles as if to say,
“Who knows? Who can tell now?”

Then adds, “But for us, yeah? We
can say for sure: He was born.”
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N. Kohala’s
royal legacy

The “he” of this venerable story,
passed on via chant generation after
generation, is Kamehameha ‘Ekahi
— Kamehameha I — born near this
windswept spot in about 1758 and
destined to unite the Islands under
one king for the first time.

The occasion was a press trip to
spots along the Kohala Coast that are
associated with Kamehameha, culmi-
nating in a performance of a birth
chant written for Kamehameha's
mother. That chant, “Aia ‘o ‘Awini
Pali Ali‘i Hula‘ana” (“Yonder stands
‘Awini, the sheer cliff of royalty”)
was performed by Yap’s sister, Lor-
na, in sight of ‘Awini, the hidden val-
ley where Kamehameha was said to
have been raised and kept safe for
five years while his well-wishers
talked the king into accepting the
presence of his young rival.

Many, many spots in Hawaii are
associated with Kamehameha I, of
course. Tracing his footsteps would
take a year of weekends.

On this day, we were touching just
a few, select sites — but important
ones — on the Kohala Coast about
an hour from the Keahole-Kona air-
port, and a comfortable ride from
the Kohala Coast resorts or Waimea
town. We looked over his birthplace,
visited his statue in Kapa‘au and got
as close as we could to the place
where he spent his early years.

Yap explained that Kamehameha’s
mother was from Ainakea on the Big
Island — about where the Kohala
Hospital is now, she said — but had
been living on Maui where she be-
came pregnant. In a tale eerily remi-
niscent of Christian nativity stories,
Keku‘iapoiwa returned secretly to
the Big Island to give birth to her

See Kamehameha, Page E2
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