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K A L E N A S I L V A 

'Ano 'e no p a h a ko 'u komo ' a n a i loko o k e i a h a n a 'o k a h u l a . U a ho ' omaka a u 

m a k a noho ho 'opa'a ' a n a no k e k a h i m a u h a u m a n a h u l a a m a hope m a i , komo p u 

a k u l a a u m a i a h a n a 'o k a h u l a . 

I ko 'u m a n a w a e h e l e a n a i k e k u l a k i ' e k i ' e 'o K a m e h a m e h a , u a 'olelo m a i 'o 

A u n t y W i n o n a B e a m e r e l i lo au i ho 'opa'a no k e k a h i m a u h o a h a u m a n a e 

h o ' o m a k a u k a u a n a no k a H o ' i k e o k a H o ' o k u k u H i m e n i o k e l a m a k a h i k i . No ko 'u 

ho'omapopo ' a n a i ko 'u n a n e a n u i p a l e n a 'ole i k a noho ho'opa'a ' a n a o A u n t y K a u ' i 

Z u t t e r m e i s t e r no k a n a k a i k a m a h i n e 'o Noenoe i h u l a m a k e k a h i ' a h a ' a i n a H u i 

K i w i l a H a w a i ' i i ko 'u m a n a w a h e ' e l i m a w a l e no m a k a h i k i , a no l a i l a , u a noho 

ho'opa'a al2:ula a u no k e l a m a u h a u m a n a h u l a . I loko no na 'e o ko 'u noho ho'opa'a ' a n a 

no l a k o u , u a ' i k e no ho ' i au 'a 'ole au i 'ano m a k a u k a u loa. 

A no l a i l a , u a h e l e a u i a H o ' o u l u R i c h a r d s m a K a m e h a m e h a , a m a l a i l a a u i 

h o ' o m a k a a i i k e a'o i k a h u l a me k e ol i . A p a u , u a he l e p u m a u a 'o H o ' o u l u i a A u n t y 

M a i k i A i u L a k e m a k a H a l a u H u l a O M a i k i . A h a l a a k u l a k e k a h i m a u m a k a h i k i , 

' u n i k i a u m a k o n a H a l a u i k a M H 1972 m a k e 'ano h e 'o lapa me k a ho'opa'a. 

H o ' o k a h i m a k a h i k i m a hope m a i , ' u n i k i h o u a u m a k e 'ano h e k u m u h u l a . P a u , he l e 

no ho ' i a u i a A u n t y K a u ' i Z u t t e r m e i s t e r m e k a n a k a i k a m a h i n e 'o Noenoe 

m a K a n e ' o h e . P a u , h u i a u me A u n t y L o k a l i a Montgomery a , a i a a k u a i a m a i , k e 

m a i k a ' i k o n a o l a k i n o , a'o m a i no ho ' i 'o i a i k a h u l a . 

'O K a ' u p e n a W o n g 'o i a k a ' u k u m u o l i . ' O i a u a a'o m a i k a ' u m a u k u m u a p a u i 

k e ol i i p i l i i k a h u l a , n a K a ' u p e n a i ho ' akea a'e i ko 'u ' ike m a k e a'o m a i i n a 'ano 

mele me k e oli m a w a h o o k a h u l a . No k a n u i p a l e n a 'ole o k a w a i w a i me k e ku ' i ' o o 

k e a'o a k a ' u m a u k u m u a p a u , a no l a i l a , a i a i a l a k o u ko 'u ho ' omaika ' i me k a 

ho 'ohanohano m a u . 



I ko 'u w a i a'o a i i k a h u l a me k e o l i , u a a'o a u no k e ko w a l e ' a n a no o ko 'u ' i ' i n i 

e 'apo i i a m a u m e a , 'a'ole no ko 'u mana'o e a'o a k u a u i k e k a h i po'e. I i a w a no ho' i e 

noho h a u m a n a p u a k u a n a m a n a k u l a H a o l e a h i k i i k a loa 'a ' a n a m a i o k e k e k e l e 

P h . D . m a E t h n o m u s i c o l o g y m a k e K u l a n u i o W a k i n e k o n a . I k e i a m a n a w a , m a ko 'u 

'ao'ao h e k u m u a'o m a k a M a h e l e H a ' a w i n a H a w a i ' i o k e K u l a n u i o H a w a i ' i , h e a'o a u 

i k a h u l a m e k e o l i m a k a 'olelo H a w a i ' i . 

M a n a ' o a u u a ho'omal?:a k a n u i o n a 'ano h u l a e k a p a ' i a n e i h e " h u l a k a h i k o " 

m a k a h i o k a h a p a l u a l i k e o k e k e n e k u l i a 19, a i i a m a n a w a u a k a p a ' i a ho ' i h e " h u l a 

k u ' i " . 'O k a h u l a k u ' i , 'o i a k a h u l a h e ' e l u a l a i n a o k a p a u k u , a h e " h a ' i n a " ko k a 

p a u k u hope, e l i k e ho ' i me " A i a L a 'O P e l e , " " E H o ' i K e A l o h a I N i ' i h a u , " " E i a N o 

K a w i k a , " a n u i h o u a k u . U a ho 'oku ' i ' i a k a H a w a i ' i me k a H a o l e a l oa 'a m a i l a k e i a 

m e a h e h u l a k u ' i . 

Mana ' o no ho ' i a u h e h a n a n u i k a ho 'opa'a ' a n a a p a ' a m a i k a i k a leo ol i 

H a w a i ' i m a o l i i k a m e a o l i . U a h i k i i k e k u m u h u l a k e ho ' oma 'ama 'a a k u i k a 

h a u m a n a i k e 'ano o k a 'uehe, k e kaholo , k a ' a m i , k e k a w e l u , a pe la a k u . E i a no na 'e , 

i ko 'u mana 'o , 'a'ole no i n u i l oa n a k u m u i h i k i k e ho 'oma 'ama 'a a k u i k a h a u m a n a i 

n a 'ano leo o k e o l io l i , k a ho 'aeae, k e k e p a k e p a , k e k a w e l e , a p e l a a k u . H e ' i k e ' i a k a 

h u l a m a k a p a ' i n a , k a ho ' ike a me k a h o ' o k u k u e ho'olele ' i a m a k e k i w i . H e 

k a k a ' i k a h i w a l e no na ' e k a m a n a w a e lohe ' i a a i k a leo o l i H a w a i ' i m a o l i . 'O K a m e a 

no na 'e e l a n a n e i k a h i mana 'o , 'o i a k a ' i k e i k a m a h u a h u a i i ' i l i ' i a'e o k a po'e n a n a e 

' i m i mao l i n e i i a ' i k e k u ' u n a n a n i o n a k u p u n a . 



K A L E N A Sn.VA 

T h e w a y I began to l e a r n t h e h u l a i s probably s om ewh at u n u s u a l . I began as 

a ho 'opa'a for some h u l a s t u d e n t s a n d on ly l a t e r began to h u l a myse l f . 

W h e n I w a s a s t u d e n t a t K a m e h a m e h a , A u n t y W i n o n a B e a m e r a s k e d t h a t I 

s e r v e a s a ho 'opa'a for some fellow s tudents w h o w e r e p r e p a r i n g for t h e H o ' i k e 

port ion of t h e Song Contes t t h a t y e a r . B e c a u s e I r emembered m y u t t e r a n d 

complete f a s c i n a t i o n w i t h t h e power a n d beauty of A u n t y K a u ' i Z u t t e r m e i s t e r ' s 

c h a n t i n g a n d d r u m m i n g i n ac companiment to h e r daughter Noenoe's danc ing a t a 

H a w a i i a n C i v i c C l u b l u ' a u w h e n I w a s about f ive y e a r s old, I agreed to serve a s a 

ho 'opa'a for those s tudents . D e s p i t e m y s e r v i n g a s a ho 'opa'a for t h e m , I s t i l l felt 

t h a t I needed to l e a r n more. 

A n d so I began s t u d j a n g t h e h u l a a n d c h a n t i n g w i t h H o ' o u l u R i c h a r d s at 

K a m e h a m e h a . S o m e t i m e l a t e r , she a n d I w e n t to s t u d y w i t h A u n t y M a i k i A i u L a k e 

a t t h e H a l a u H u l a O M a i k i . A few y e a r s passed a n d I g r a d u a t e d f rom h e r h a l a u i n 

1972 a s a n ' o lapa a n d a ho'opa'a. O n e y e a r l a t e r , I a g a i n g r a d u a t e d f rom h e r h a l a u , 

b u t as a k u m u h u l a t h i s t i m e . L a t e r , I w e n t to s t u d y w i t h A u n t y K a u ' i 

Z u t t e r m e i s t e r a n d h e r daughter , Noenoe, i n K a n e ' o h e . Soon after s t u d y i n g w i t h t h e 

Z u t t e r m e i s t e r s , I met A u n t y L o k a l i a Montgomery a n d occas ional ly , w h e n s h e w a s i n 

good h e a l t h , she also t a u g h t me t h e h u l a . 

K a ' u p e n a W o n g i s m y teacher of c h a n t i n g . A l t h o u g h a l l of m y t e a c h e r s t a u g h t 

c h a n t i n g t h a t w a s r e l a t e d to the h u l a , i t w a s K a ' u p e n a w h o broadened m y knowledge 

by t each ing me v a r i o u s k i n d s of c h a n t s performed outs ide of t h e h u l a context . 

B e c a u s e of t h e g r e a t v a l u e a n d t r u t h i n the t e a c h i n g s of m y t e a c h e r s , I s h a l l a l w a y s 

be t h a n k f u l a n d indebted to t h e m . 

W h e n I l e a r n e d t h e h u l a a n d c h a n t i n g , I d id so only to sat i s fy m y o w n des i re 

to l e a r n about these a r t s a n d not because I thought I m i g h t e v e n t u a l l y t each others . 



A t t h a t t i m e , too, I w a s a s t u d e n t i n schools of w e s t e r n educat ion u n t i l I f i n a l l y 

earned t h e P h . D . i n ethnomusicology at t h e U n i v e r s i t y of W a s h i n g t o n . T o d a y , a s a 

t eacher of H a w a i i a n S t u d i e s a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y of H a w a i i a t H i l o , I t e a c h h u l a a n d 

c h a n t i n g t h r o u g h t h e m e d i u m of H a w a i i a n a s a p a r t of t h e c u r r i c u l u m there . 

I be l ieve t h a t m u c h of t h e k i n d of h u l a c u r r e n t l y be ing ca l l ed " h u l a k a h i k o " 

probably began a t a r o u n d t h e m i d d l e of t h e 19th c e n t u r y a n d w a s t h e n ca l l ed " h u l a 

k u ' i , " H u l a k u ' i g e n e r a l l y h a v e v e r s e s of two l i n e s apiece a n d a " h a ' i n a " i n t h e l a s t 

v e r s e . E x a m p l e s of h u l a k u ' i a r e " A i a L a 'O P e l e , " " E H o ' i K e A l o h a I N i ' i h a u , " " E i a 

N o K a w i k a , " a n d m a n y o thers . H a w a i i a n a n d H a o l e e l e m e n t s w e r e j o ined ( "ku ' i " ) to 

produce t h i s type of m u s i c a n d danc ing . 

I also be l i eve t h a t i t i s d i f f i cu l t for c h a n t e r s today to l e a r n proper H a w a i i a n 

c h a n t voca l product ion . H u l a t eachers can t r a i n t h e i r s t u d e n t s i n t h e i n t r i c a c i e s of 

t h e 'uehe, t h e kaho lo , t h e ' a m i , t h e k a w e l u , a n d so on. H o w e v e r , I be l ieve t h a t there 

a r e n ' t m a n y t e a c h e r s w h o a r e able to t r a i n t h e i r s t u d e n t s i n t h e i n t r i c a c i e s of c h a n t 

s ty l es l i k e t h e o l i o l i , t h e ho 'aeae, the k e p a k e p a , t h e k a w e l e , a n d so on. H u l a can be 

seen a t p a r t i e s , concerts , a n d competit ions broadcast on t v . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , proper 

H a w a i i a n c h a n t i n g i s h e a r d only v e r y r a r e l y . Nonethe less , I h a v e cause to be hopeful 

a s I see t h a t g r a d u a l l y more a n d more people arQ e a r n e s t l y s e e k i n g t h i s pr i ce l ess 

t r a d i t i o n a l k n o w l e d g e of our ancestors . 


